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Calendar 
For a listing of industry events and dates for the coming year, please visit:  

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/commission/calendar 

 

Avocado Research Seminar 
Hosted by Index Fresh, Inc. RSVP Required.  For more information click here. 
November 18-20 

November 18 

Time: 9:00 a.m. 

Location:  Pala Mesa Resort, 2001 Old Highway 395, Fallbrook, CA 92028 

 

November 19 

Time: 9:00 a.m. 

Location:  Homewood Suites, 1950 Solar Dr., Oxnard 
 

November 20 

Time: 9:00 a.m. 

Location:  Embassy Suites, 333 Madonna Road, San Luis Obispo 

 

 

GAP Workshops (Postponed Until Further Notice) 
NOTICE:  The GAP Workshops that were scheduled for December 2-4 have been postponed until further notice. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/commission/calendar
http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/event/avocado-research-seminar
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PSHB Update 

Growers, pest control advisors and grove managers have been actively scouting for further signs of the polyphagous shot 

hole borer (PSHB) in San Diego County.  According to information shared with the Commission, PSHB has reportedly been 

found in avocado groves in Valley Center, Fallbrook, Bonsall, Pauma Valley and Escondido, with varying degrees of 

infestation.  In some groves, it is reported that the infestation is relatively recent, as only a few trees are affected. To our 

knowledge, these reports have yet to be confirmed with positive identification being made by Dr. Akif Eskalen at the 

University of California-Riverside (UCR).  

The Commission has been working closely with Dr. Eskalen and other researchers at UCR to design chemical screening 

trials, which are scheduled to begin this week.  The trials will take place concurrently in the laboratory and in the field. Last 

week, Ken Melban, CAC Director, Issues Management, traveled to Xalapa, Mexico to attend a Technical Workshop on 

ambrosia beetles held at the Instituto de Ecologia (INECOL). Scientists presenting at the workshop included researchers 

and government officials from across the U.S. and around the world, many of whom are experts on Euwallacea sp. Ken 

was successful at connecting with researchers from Israel, Florida, and elsewhere to discuss chemical and cultural control 

methods that have been tried by others. This led to the identification and refinement of a list of chemicals that will be 

used in the field and lab experiments in California. Unfortunately, control of PSHB in Israel and the Redbay Ambrosia 

Beetle in Florida, which is similar to PSHB and vectors Laurel Wilt, remains difficult.   

Methods of application for the trials will include spraying of tree trunks and scaffold limbs, and trunk injection. Of the 

materials to be tested here, some are registered and some not. Ken and Dr. Joe Morse at UCR have been in frequent 

contact with various chemical manufacturers and the California Department of Pesticide Regulation to assess the 

likelihood of registration for materials not presently approved for use on avocados. In addition to the lab and field 

experiments, further deployment of traps will continue in San Diego, Riverside and Ventura Counties, to monitor the 

movement of PSHB.   

In Israel, PSHB strategies presently center on extensive monitoring for early detection, followed by cultural measures to 

remove attacked branches and treat the site where the branch was cut or the lesion spot. Here in California, avocado 

growers in all growing regions are strongly encouraged to continue scouting for early signs of PSHB and to contact Dr. Akif 

Eskalen and their PCA should signs of an infestation be encountered. Dr. Eskalen's lab will provide growers with 

instructions on how to properly collect and submit samples to UCR for confirmation.    

An updated PSHB - Fusarium Dieback flyer is available here. 

CAC Board Approves GAP Rebate and Integration of Primus Ranch Audit with CAC-GAP Program 

For the fourth consecutive year the California Avocado Commission (CAC) Board has allocated funds for growers who wish 

to become GAP (Good Agricultural Practices) certified or recertified. The GAP Incentive Rebate (GIR) provides a 

reimbursement to growers for up to $300 of actual audit costs.  

The Board also approved revising the current CAC-GAP manual to include a Primus Ranch audit in order to ensure growers 

are better positioned to meet retailers’ GAP requirements. Because the current CAC-GAP manual is being revised, growers 

who previously received a GIR will not be subject to a six-month waiting period. 

If you have not yet pursued GAP certification you are strongly encouraged to attend one of the upcoming GAP workshops 

to learn about the revised GAP audit process and the GIR.  With increasing buyer demands for GAP compliance and in light 

of the fact that non-U.S. avocado growers are Global GAP certified, it is important that California avocado growers 

demonstrate GAP compliance.  More information on the CAC GAP program and GIR may be found at the California 

avocado growers’ website. 

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/Updated-PSHB-Flier.pdf
http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/growing/gap
http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/growing/gap
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2014 CAC General Election Results 

The California Department of Food and Agriculture released the results of the 2014 CAC General Election on November 10, 

2014. The individuals listed below have been elected for the two-year term beginning November 1, 2014 through October 

31, 2016.  

District 1 - Member: Jerome Stehly; Alternate: Alex Gonzalez 

District 2 - Member: Leo McGuire; Alternate: Cristina Leon 

District 3 - Member: Doug O’Hara; Alternate: Mario Martinez  

District 4 - Member: Art Bliss; Alternate: Jason Cole 

District 5 - Member: Rick Shade; Alternate: Jim Swoboda 

Handlers - Member: Reuben Hofshi, Del Rey Avocado Co., Inc.; Alternate: Wayne Brydon, Del Rey Avocado Co., Inc. 

Member: Gene Carbone, Calavo Growers, Inc.; Alternate: Robb Bertels, Mission Produce, Inc. 

The newly elected commissioners were seated at the regular meeting of the CAC Board on November 13, 2014 where the 

following individuals were then elected to serve on the Commission’s Executive Committee for the term ending October 

31, 2015: 

 Doug O'Hara - Chairman 

 Jerome Stehly - Vice Chair 

 Art Bliss - Treasurer 

 Carol Steed – Secretary 

A complete list of CAC Commissioners and Alternates can be found on the Your Representatives page of the grower 

website. 

Help Combat Hunger in California 

The California Department of Food and Agriculture, the California Association of Food Banks (CAFB) and CA Grown have 

joined forces to combat hunger in California — a state that is the nation’s largest agricultural producer where one in four 

children and one in six adults regularly go hungry. According to CAFB, for many low-income families in California fresh 

produce is out of reach and they rely on cheaper fast foods that can lead to diet-related health issues. 

 

This December, California avocado growers can help families in need by participating in a variety of activities that will take 

place throughout the state during Farm to Food Bank Month. One such event will be held on Wednesday, December 3 at 

the Second Harvest Food Bank in San Jose, California. The event takes place from 10 a.m. – 11 a.m. 

 

California avocado growers are welcome to donate fresh avocados to families. CAFB represents over 40 food banks and 

has partnered with 5,000 charities to provide food to 2 million Californians. The CAFB website provides information 

concerning how growers can make fresh produce donations. 

 

Donations are distributed locally to the grower’s community, with excess produce then shared with other areas in need. 

Growers who make donations receive a tax-deductible donation receipt for the fair market value of their fruit. The State of 

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/2014-Avocado-Election-Summary.pdf
http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/commission/your-representatives
http://www.shfb.org/
http://www.cafoodbanks.org/farm-to-family-donor
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California provides a 10 percent tax credit for fresh fruits and vegetables donated to food banks. To claim the donation 

credit, growers simply submit the California Form 3811 with their tax returns. 

For more information concerning fresh produce donations, contact Steve Linkhart, California Association of Food Banks at 

(510) 350-9916 or email: stevelinkhart@cafoodbanks.org. The California Association of Food Banks’ Facebook page will 

post regular updates concerning the upcoming December activities. 

 

California avocado growers can do their part to help CDFA reach its goal of increasing annual farm-to-food bank donations 

to 200 million pounds by next year. If you have make a donation or participate in a Farm to Food Bank Month event and 

would like to share your story, please contact April Aymami at aaymami@avocado.org or (949) 341-1955. 

 

Small Farm Conference Scholarships Available 

The 28th California Small Farm Conference will take place March 7 – 10 in San Diego, CA. Scholarships to attend the 

conference are now available to small farmers, student farmers, farmer employees and farmers’ market managers. 

Scholarships are awarded based on a number of criteria, including farm and household income. The awards include a $95 

registration fee for the three-day conference, workshops, networking sessions and conference meals. The Sunday Field 

Course is also offered at a discounted rate of $25 for recipients of the scholarship. 

California Small Farm Conference scholarship applications may be completed online. A preliminary schedule also is 

available online. The Commission will provide a conference update once the session topics have been finalized.  

 

New Book Focuses on Frost Protection 

Steve Hammersmith, president and CEO of Shur Farms Frost Protection, has published a new book entitled, “Cold Air 

Accumulation and the Grower’s Guide to Frost Protection.” 

The book: 

 Discusses the causes of frost based on site selection analysis and microclimate mapping 

 Reviews methods growers can use to protect their yield from cold weather damage 

Hammersmith, a twenty-year veteran grower, has conducted research on frost and cold air accumulation. His company, 

Shur Farms Frost Protection, specializes in managing cold air flows in vineyards and orchards. His articles and research 

concerning frost protection have been published in trade journals around the globe. 

The book can be ordered online at the WestBow Press website. 

By policy, CAC does not endorse specific products or publications, however, we endeavor, where possible, to make 

growers aware of resources that may be of interest to them. 

Ban on Groundwater Wells Approved in Ventura County 

The Ventura County Board of Supervisors passed an emergency ordinance temporarily banning new groundwater wells on 

Tuesday, October 28, 2014. The ordinance bans new water wells in four areas of the county — including the watersheds of 

the Ventura, Santa Clara and Cuyama rivers, as well as Calleguas Creek. 

The emergency ordinance was enacted because of concerns about groundwater shortages and was enacted despite 

opposition from growers and others. A recent article in the Ventura County Star noted the concerns voiced by the 

opposition, including the “taking of property rights and the lack of time for input and analysis” of the proposed 

moratorium that had only been announced a week earlier. Ventura County’s ag commissioner Henry Gonzales noted he 

mailto:stevelinkhart@cafoodbanks.org
mailto:stevelinkhart@cafoodbanks.org
https://www.facebook.com/CaliforniaAssociationofFoodBanks
mailto:aaymami@avocado.org
http://www.californiafarmconference.com/
http://www.californiafarmconference.com/scholarship/
http://www.californiafarmconference.com/scholarship/
http://www.californiafarmconference.com/schedule/
http://bookstore.westbowpress.com/Products/SKU-000686178/Cold-Air-Accumulation-and-the-Growers-Guide-to-Frost-Protection.aspx
http://bookstore.westbowpress.com/Products/SKU-000686178/Cold-Air-Accumulation-and-the-Growers-Guide-to-Frost-Protection.aspx
http://www.shurfarms.com/
http://bookstore.westbowpress.com/Products/SKU-000686178/Cold-Air-Accumulation-and-the-Growers-Guide-to-Frost-Protection.aspx
http://www.vcstar.com/news/local-news/ventura/supervisors-approve-ban-on-new-groundwater-wells_20593232
http://www.vcstar.com/news/local-news/ventura/supervisors-approve-ban-on-new-groundwater-wells_20593232
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supported a no vote because he wanted to “protect farmers.” Nelson Sommers, who farms 1,000 acres, noted the 

moratorium made him “really, really scared” because most of his wells were drilled in the 1920s and earlier. Upon learning 

of the proposed moratorium, Sommers submitted applications for new wells. However, the ordinance took effect 

immediately and only allows new well applications received by October 22 to move forward. 

A recent editorial written by John Krist, Executive Director of the Ventura County Farm Bureau, noted that local farmers 

were very disappointed by the vote particularly because of the lack of transparency, the rushed process and failure to 

incorporate stakeholders’ input despite Ventura County’s long history of collaborating with stakeholders to solve 

problems.  

The Ventura County Board of Supervisors notes the ordinance is a stop-gap measure put into place until the new state 

groundwater rules take affect, but opponents fear the ordinance will be around for years. The moratorium will expire 

when local agencies turn in state-required groundwater sustainability plans. 

 In a recent article, the chairman of the Board of Supervisors, Steve Bennett, noted the ban was needed to “protect 

remaining [water] supplies for cities and farmers” due to a spike in applications for new wells and because of a new state 

law that will begin next year. He also noted that he hoped the emergency ordinance would serve as a “carrot” to get local 

sustainability guidelines in place. According to the article, the measure “allows owners to repair or replace existing wells 

and provides a process for case-by-case exceptions.” 

CAC Booth Is a Hit at PMA Fresh Summit 

The California Avocado Commission (CAC) provided plenty of reasons to visit the CAC booth at the Produce Marketing 

Association (PMA) Fresh Summit 2014 held at the Anaheim Convention Center October 17 – 19. Freshly prepared avocado 

dishes, head-turning signage, knowledgeable California avocado growers and small-group educational sessions 

contributed to the booth’s popularity, excellent booth traffic and, most importantly, outstanding quality of retailer visits 

on both Saturday and Sunday. 

The PMA Fresh Summit is the largest produce and floral convention in the United States, with more than 20,000 in 

attendance. The event provides the Commission with the opportunity to showcase California avocados’ premium 

positioning and value. Face-to-face meetings to engage with key retail accounts and industry stakeholders contribute to 

the success of the event. To that end, CAC staff and Board members Doug O’Hara and Ed McFadden were on hand to meet 

with attendees. More than 50 major retailers attended the PMA Fresh Summit and the CAC team met with many of them, 

including Amazon Fresh, Fresh & Easy, Walmart, Sam’s, Stater Bros., Sprouts, Save Mart, Northwest Grocers, Wakefern 

and Kroger. 

To demonstrate the versatility of California avocados, Chef/Registered Dietitian Michelle Dudash and her assistants 

prepared a variety of avocado dishes in the booth on both days. On Sunday the Commission also hosted an in-booth 

brunch for retailers and media featuring breakfast and snacking recipes. The brunch was very well attended, generating 

excellent traffic on a day that typically has lesser attendance. 

To engage Supermarket Registered Dietitians (SRDs), the Commission sponsored the Produce for Better Health 

Foundation’s SRD program. The sponsorship included Friday presentations and in-booth demos of California avocado 

snacks on Saturday followed by small group educational sessions for 23 SRDs. The SRDs then participated in a California 

avocado grove tour and avocado-centric dinner in the Rancho Mission Viejo grove. 

Jan DeLyser, CAC vice president of marketing, noted that this year’s PMA Fresh Summit turnout was “outstanding. We 

really enjoy having the opportunity to showcase our hand grown product and programs in California and are pleased with 

the opportunities we had to meet with retailer executives, supermarket dietitians, the media, growers and peers in the 

produce industry.”  

http://www.kclu.org/2014/10/28/ventura-county-moves-to-ban-new-water-wells-in-parts-of-county-because-of-concern-about-shrinking-groundwater-supplies/
http://www.newsbeat.me/news/ban-on-new-groundwater-wells-bennett-to-float-emergency-proposal/a3f142e2-4744-366d-af77-8e65fd2e0182.html#sthash.kMeRIg2x.dpuf
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CAC’s Fresh Summit booth team, including Board Chairman 

Ed McFadden (seated at right) in CAC’s booth right before 

the expo began. 

 
Chef/RD Michelle Dudash’s California avocado recipe 

demonstrations attracted huge crowds. 

 

Contest Challenges Retailers to Merchandise CA Avocados Throughout the Season 

This year the California Avocado Commission (CAC) launched a new means of engaging with retailers and encouraging 

them to merchandise California avocados throughout the season — the 5-Star Performance Program. The program, which 

ran from April 15 to September 1, awarded points to participating retailers for activity that supported CAC in five areas: 

 In-store support 

 Feature ads 

 Displays 

 Digital media 

 Creative programs pre-approved by CAC 

Participation in the contest helped keep California avocados in distribution when avocados from other countries were 

trying to make inroads during California season.. A total of 23 retailers earned prizes. Fifteen of the 23 prizewinners ran a 

combined 70 California ads with 45 of the ads featuring the Hand Grown in California logo and two ads featuring California 

avocado growers. The retailers also did an outstanding job featuring California avocados on their social media channels. 

CAC’s The Scoop blog featured its very first retailer guest blogger, Mark Carroll, Senior Director of Produce/Floral 

Purchasing & Merchandising for Gelson’s Markets. In the blog post Mark discussed how to select the best California 

avocado. 

Jim Corby, Senior Director of Customer Relations — Produce for Save Mart, accepted the Grand Prize award at the PMA 

Fresh Summit 2014. Other top winners included Sprouts Farmers Market, Stater Bros., Northwest Grocers, Albertsons 

Southern California and Nugget Markets. Winners claimed their prizes from CAC’s specially designed prize fulfillment 

website, choosing from a variety of merchandise useful to retailers: computers, cameras, break room appliances, grills and 

tools. Some retailers enjoyed selecting their prizes in CAC’s Fresh Summit booth, providing the Commission with a great 

opportunity to personally engage with these industry members.  

http://www.californiaavocado.com/blog/how-to-ripen-an-avocado/
http://www.californiaavocado.com/blog/how-to-ripen-an-avocado/
http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/articles/cac-booth-hit-pma-fresh-summit
http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/articles/cac-booth-hit-pma-fresh-summit
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Representatives of Save Mart Supermarkets, the Grand Prize winner, with CAC staff in the CAC’s PMA Fresh Summit booth. 

California Avocado Online Marketing Corner 

CAC continued its online marketing activities through October, with lots of engaging content and posts. Highlights of the 

online activities include the following. 

 Coverage of the Carpinteria Avocado Festival, including messaging around all the interesting avocado findings like 

the guacamole contest, avocado dishes available for purchase via show vendors as well as the World’s Largest 

Avocado contest, which yielded a nearly four-pound avocado (queen variety) that was auctioned off by the 

Carpinteria Chamber of Commerce for $200. 

 The California Avocado Season is Coming to an End blog post, featuring De Luz grower Gene Bianchi, providing an 

update to consumers on how his trees are faring, what he’s doing in the groves and how next season’s crop looks. 

This type of online communication serves to let consumers know when to expect California avocados to be 

available. 

 CAC had high social media visibility at the Produce Marketing Association’s Fresh Summit convention in Anaheim, 

creating awareness around the new California label, as well as messaging to leverage CAC’s competitive 

advantages (such as proximity to market). 

 Leading into Halloween, CAC Blogger Ambassador Rachel Matthews created the Graveyard Avocado Cheesecake 

for CAC’s blog The Scoop, providing yet another usage idea for consumers during the holiday. Blog posts that 

promote the versatility of the avocado help position CAC as a leader and resource for all types of avocado recipes 

online.  

http://www.californiaavocado.com/blog/avocado-season-is-coming-to-an-end-in-california/
http://www.californiaavocado.com/blog/spooky-graveyard-avocado-cheesecake-halloween/
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SRDs shared their California grove tour experience on social media. 

California Market Trends 

To view all market trend graphs, including “Weekly Volume Summary,” “Weekly Avocado Prices” and “U.S. Avocado Supply,” please 

visit: http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/industry/market-statistics.   

 

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/industry/market-statistics
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Weather: 30-Day Outlook For California’s Coastal & Valley Areas 

Synopsis… The longwave trough on November 10 was out at 140W. This teleconnects with a ridge of high pressure at the west coast. 

Another longwave trough was in the east-central US along the Great Lakes and Ohio Valley to the Mississippi River. 

In the Near-Term - Southern California Avocado Area - November 12 to 27… On the 13th there is a chance for some drizzly rains in 

the coastal areas of southern California, especially from LA County and to the south. Another drizzly rain should occur on about the 

15th and 20th as fronts pass by to the north. The best chances for rain should be from the 23rd to the 26th. 

Summary – November 28 to December 12… We expect warmer than normal sea surface temperatures to continue near southern Baja 

and along the coast through central California. El Niño will continue to slowly develop. Low latitude westerlies will continue from about 

170W to near 135W 33-39N. Troughs and lows will tend to develop along this storm track, then weaken east of 130W. Rains will tend 

to push into Oregon and Washington. The storm track will gradually try to migrate south through about November 26. After a pause 

for the first 7 days of December, we look for another rainy pattern from the 8th to the 12th. 

For the avocado growing areas from November 29 to December 7, it looks to be dry with a possible Santa Ana or offshore flow pattern 

with warm conditions. Frost would tend to be limited to the coldest valley areas, while nighttime temperatures will remain mild in the 

foothills. Frost will tend to be less during this period than is usually seen during the first week of December. This is due to the warm 

sea surface temperatures still expected to the west of the California coast. 

Seasonal Outlook/El Niño Update – December 12 to February 28… The latest guidance from the CFS2 model and Scripps ECPC 

indicate that El Niño will continue to slowly develop and likely reach a maximum in February. 

From the CFS2 guidance, we now see support for above normal rainfall in January, February, and March. In northern and central 

California we may see heavy rains in December as well. However, the heaviest rains would be in January and February, when above 

normal rainfall is indicated. The above normal rainfall also extends into southern California, especially in late January and February, 

and the first half of March. 

For the avocado growing areas, after a period of dry warm conditions at the beginning of December, watch for a period of rain 

between December 10 to 23. From January 8 to 20, look for above normal rainfall in the southern California avocado belt, especially 
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over Ventura, Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo Counties. Due to the warm sea surface temperatures to the west of southern and 

central California, we expect the frost risk to remain a little below normal during January and February. 

CFS guidance also suggests that the heaviest rains will tend to focus into southcentral and southern California during the middle of 

February and again in the first part of March. 

...Alan Fox, Fox Weather LLC... 


