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For a listing of industry events and dates for the coming year, please visit:  

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/commission/industry-calendar 

 

CAC Finance Committee Web/Teleconference 
May 20 

 

May 20 

Time: 8:00am – 8:45am 

Location: Web/Teleconference 

 

CAC Board Web/Teleconference 
May 20 

 

May 20 

Time: 9:00am – 1:30pm 

Location: Web/Teleconference 

 

Production Agricultural Water E-learning Series 
The University of California Cooperative Extension is offering a free e-learning series concentrated on addressing agricultural water 

concerns relevant to California growers.  Registration required.  More information here. 

May 20 

 

May 20 

Time: 1:00pm – 3:00pm 

Location: Virtual 

 

San Diego County Virtual Climate Action and Agriculture Symposium 

The University of California Cooperative Extension is hosting a virtual Climate Action and Agriculture Symposium that will share 

information concerning the policies, research, program, strategies and resources needed to support sustainable agriculture and reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions in San Diego County.  Registration required.  More information here. 

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/commission/industry-calendar
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/event/production-agricultural-water-e-learning-series
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/event/san-diego-county-virtual-climate-action-and-agriculture-symposium
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May 24-28 

 

May 24-28 

Time: TBA 

Location: Virtual Webinar 

 

Laurel Wilt – Ambrosia Beetle Virtual Seminar 
Dr. Romina Gazis will share insights from her research concerning the potential for inducing an immune response to the laurel wilt 

pathogen in avocado trees.  More information here. 

May 27 

 

May 27 

Time: 7:00am – 10:00am 

Location: Virtual Webinar 

 

CAC Releases Mid-Season Update For 2021 Crop 

As part of the California Avocado Commission’s crop estimating efforts, an annual mid-season crop estimating survey is 

conducted among growers and handlers during the month of April. Both sets of surveys collect volume information, as 

well as variety distribution. Additionally, the handler survey requests each organization to provide harvest projections for 

the remaining months of the season. The results of these surveys are used to inform the industry of the total crop that is 

expected to come to market and as a guide that helps shape the timing of CAC’s marketing efforts. 

Results of both the 2021 grower and handler mid-season surveys were used to develop CAC’s mid-season crop update of 

265 million pounds, 27 million pounds less than the February 2021 handler estimate of 292 million pounds. The decrease 

in volume mostly comes from Hass (26 million pounds), however a slight reduction to the Lamb-Hass volume also has been 

made (1 million pounds). As a reminder, very early industry crop estimates in September 2020 projected a crop size of 333 

million pounds, and in October the CAC Board approved the 2020-21 budget using 325 million pounds. Discussions with 

industry stakeholders indicate that the reduced volume this season is due in large part to multiple wind events and a lack 

of rain, which has resulted in smaller sized fruit. 

Utilizing information provided by handlers, CAC has created monthly and weekly harvest projections based on the 265-

million-pound crop volume. Please note that projected volume for the beginning of the season, which has already been 

harvested, do not show weekly actuals, but instead how the four-year average and handler forecasting models projecting 

a 265-million-pound crop would have come to market. As we move through the season, Commission staff will continue to 

track crop harvest and remaining volume closely, ensuring that CAC’s marketing efforts are aligned with when California 

fruit is in-season. 

Fire Preparedness and Recovery Virtual Seminars Available 

The Ventura County Fire Resource Conservation District is offering a series of free wildfire prevention virtual workshops. 

The series will discuss wildfire prevention and tips, how to prepare for potential wildfires and allow participants to ask 

questions of a variety of wildfire personnel and professionals. 

Speakers and topics are as follows: 

• July 6, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. — “Ready, Set, Go! Program,” Captain Brian McGrath and Captain Robert Welsbie of the 

Ventura County Fire Department 

• September 7, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.  — “Creating Defensible Space and Understanding the Home Ignition Zone,” Woody 

Bouska, Sure-Fire Training Inc. 

https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/event/laurel-wilt-%E2%80%93-ambrosia-beetle-virtual-seminar
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/CAC-2021-Grower-Mid-Season-Crop-Survey-Results.pdf
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/CAC-2021-AMRIC-Handler-Mid-Season-Crop-Survey-Results.pdf
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/CAC-2021-Mid-Season-Crop-Update.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bI_cOLxImqHzvA4dFSWDwjBkwrJHTTes/view


Page 3 of 12 

• November 2, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.  — “Understanding Insurance and Wildfire,” Dave Erickson, Coastal States 

Insurance, Independent Agent 

• December 7, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.  — “Community Efforts and Opportunities to Reduce Wildfire Risks Panel Discussion 

Among Fire and Community Experts,” Andrew Spyrka, Ventura County RCD; Elaine Himelfarb, Ventura Fire Safe 

Council; Panel of Ventura County Fire Department personnel 

If you are interested in attending these virtual sessions, please complete the online RSVP form. 

The Ventura County RDC fire webpage also offers a wide range of online resources concerning wildfire prevention, 

recovery and resources, including the opportunity to sign up for a bi-monthly wildfire newsletter. 

Drought Resources Available for Growers 

According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, most California counties are experiencing severe drought conditions. The National 

Weather Service long-term outlook for the state predicts a continuation of the drought through the end of July. 

To assist growers affected by the drought, the California Department of Food and Agriculture provides a webpage listing 

disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs available from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

As the drought continues, growers are encouraged to visit the California avocado growers website for cultural 

management articles that can assist growers in managing the current conditions. Topics include: 

• How to determine whether an avocado tree is suffering from drought or root rot 

• The benefits of mulch for water conservation (and dispelling mulch myths) 

• How to manage damage caused by heat events 

New Research Concerning the Impacts of Glyphosate on Orchard Crops 

Glyphosate is a well-known and commonly used herbicide for weed management in orchards. In the later 2000s, some 

researchers suggested glyphosate use in orchards could lead to soil nutrient deficiencies and, if the pesticide accumulated 

in the soil, have a direct impact on the trees. Because of the concerns this raised, Drs. Brad Hanson and O. Adewale 

Osipitan conducted a long-term research project from 2013-2020 to determine the impacts of glyphosate on orchard 

crops. 

The “Impacts of repeated glyphosate use on growth of orchard crops” was published online in August 2020 where it can 

be read in its entirety. The research project experimented on almond, prune and cherry trees by applying glyphosate three 

times each year between April and November. Dosages ranged from 0 – 4 lb ae/A equivalents, and were applied to a 6’ x 

6’ area around each tree. 

To measure the effects of glyphosate, leaf samples were collected every 14 days after each application during the first 

year of treatment. Chlorphyll content was measured in leaves 30 days after each application during the first two years of 

the research. Trunk diameters were taken at the start of the project and each subsequent winter. After the 6th and final 

year, leaf samples were again collected for nutrient measurements. 

According to the researchers, shikimate levels (which would indicate direct herbicidal effects from glyphosate) were 

similar among treated and non-treated trees indicating little or no direct effect of the herbicide on these trees even at 

extreme application rates (4 lb ae/A). Likewise, the chlorophyll content of the leaves gave no indication of differences 

among the treated trees. Overall, the leaf nutrient analysis undertaken at the close of the study provided no evidence of a 

negative impact of glyphosate on the orchard crop’s nutrient status, nor was trunk diameter negatively affected. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScEcHsV3gJ-ZTvmBayG3LXFxMTiQY7BzINwNQq5tqQcqItWfA/viewform
https://vcrcd.org/fire
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/SqGshL5/WildfireNewsletter
https://www.drought.gov/states/California/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/drought/
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/drought/
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/articles/differentiating-between-drought-and-root-rot
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/articles/dispelling-myths-mulch
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/cultural-management-library/managing-avocado-heat-damage
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/weed-technology/article/impacts-of-repeated-glyphosate-use-on-growth-of-orchard-crops/26697F334626A587765C75C2B0F76A3D


Page 4 of 12 

The researchers’ blog post concerning this study can be read on the Topics in Subtropics blog site. 

San Diego County Virtual Climate Action and Agriculture Symposium 

The University of California Cooperative Extension is hosting a virtual Climate Action and Agriculture Symposium from May 

24 – 28. The virtual event will take place from 3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m., Monday - Thursday, and from 9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 

on Friday. 

The event will share information concerning the policies, research, program, strategies and resources needed to support 

sustainable agriculture and reduce greenhouse gas emissions in San Diego County. The symposium is designed to promote 

the sharing of information and discussions between producers, policy makers, educators, researchers, consultants, 

government agencies and agricultural service providers. 

The following topics will be addressed in a variety of presentations by the speakers noted below. A complete agenda 

detailing the presentations is available online. 

• OPENING REMARKS, Dr. Oli Bachie (UCCE) & Hannah Gbeh (Farm Bureau)  

• CLIMATE TRENDS & EXTREME WEATHER, Eric Snodgrass (Nutrien Ag Solutions), Ben Faber (UCCE), Jim Courter 

(Valley Center Fire Safe Coucil) 

• IRRIGATION MANAGEMENT, Dr. Gerardo Spinelli (UCCE), Dr. Ali Montazar (UCCE), TBA (Generac Power Systems) 

• WATER QUALITY & NITROGEN MANAGEMENT, Jason DuMond (San Diego Water Board), Dr. Bruno J.L. Pitton (UC 

Davis), Dr. Joji Muramoto (UC ANR), Sonia Rios (UCCE) 

• PEST MANAGEMENT, Dr. Chris McDonald (UCCE), Dr. Matt Daugherty (UC Riverside), Dr. Niamh Quinn (UCCE) 

• RECYCLED ORGANICS AND COMPOST/ PROGRAM AND PROJECT UPDATES, Dr. Craig Kolodge (San Pasqual Valley 

Soils), Dr. Esther Mosase (UCCE), Ramiro Lobo (UCCE) and more 

Registration for the online symposium is now open. Registrants will receive the Zoom link and instructions upon 

completing the registration process. 

Laurel Wilt – Ambrosia Beetle Virtual Seminar for Growers 

On May 27, Dr. Romina Gazis will share insights from her research concerning the potential for inducing an immune 

response to the laurel wilt pathogen in avocado trees. This research is part of a project funded by the Florida Avocado 

Committee. In particular, Dr. Gazis will present on “’Vaccinating’ avocado trees: inoculating avocado trees with selected 

non-pathogenic fungi and denatured Raffaelea lauricola and their response to the virulent laurel wilt pathogen.” 

The virtual webinar takes place May 27 from 7:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. (PST) and is open to the public. Dr. Jonathan Crane, 

Tropical Fruit Crop Specialist at the UF-IFAS Tropical Research and Education Center, will open the session and moderate 

the question and answer portion of the event. 

Meeting details: 

Join the Zoom meeting at: https://ufl.zoom.us/j/96300665742 

Meeting ID: 963 0066 5742 

Dial by your location: +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

https://ucanr.edu/blogs/blogcore/postdetail.cfm?postnum=46376
https://ucanr.edu/sites/Climate_Resilient_Agriculture/files/348822.pdf
https://ucanr.edu/sites/Climate_Resilient_Agriculture/files/348822.pdf
https://ucanr.edu/sites/Climate_Resilient_Agriculture/Symposium/CAAS_2021_Documents/Registration_CAAS_2021/
https://ufl.zoom.us/j/96300665742
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Join by Skype for Business 

https://ufl.zoom.us/skype/96300665742  

Commission Hosts Season Opener Online Cooking Class 

The California Avocado Commission hosted a season opener virtual cooking class on March 31 to generate excitement 

around the start of the California avocado season for key media, dietitians, brand advocates and their fans with San Diego-

based chef and Top Chef All-Stars finalist Brian Malarkey. 

Chef Malarkey developed Dungeness Crab Stuffed California Avocado and Cast Iron California Avocado and Peppercorn 

Filet Mignon with Broken Chipotle Vinaigrette recipes for the virtual cooking class to demonstrate the versatility of the 

fruit. Each participant received fresh ingredient boxes, including California avocados, ahead of the event so they could 

prepare the meals alongside Chef Malarkey from their home kitchens. In doing so, participants had the opportunity to 

develop California avocado recipe photos and videos for their social media channels that they could easily share with their 

fans to celebrate the official start of the season. 

The Commission also partnered with Daniella Malfitano — chef, cookbook author and culinary personality — to serve as 

moderator for the event. As the public member on the California Avocado Commission Board of Directors, she has 

developed a wealth of knowledge about the benefits of the fruit that she engagingly shared with attendees during the 

event. 

During the virtual cooking class, the Commission unveiled a new video, “California Avocados — History, Growers and 

Culture,” that provided attendees with a look at the fruit’s rich history, the commitment and dedication of the growers 

and the ways in which avocados have made their mark on California culture. 

The list of companies attending included: 

• Parade Magazine 

• Real Simple 

• Santa Barbara Independent 

• Saveur 

• Sunset Magazine 

• The Kitchn 

• The San Diego Union-Tribune 

• The Produce Reporter 

• Fresh Plaza 

• Bristol Farms 

• Hy-Vee 

• Albertsons Vons Pavilions (SoCal Region) 

http://https/ufl.zoom.us/skype/96300665742
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dzuic7NJ0fY&t=8s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dzuic7NJ0fY&t=8s
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By inviting these retail contacts, brand advocates and third-party reporters from national, regional and local consumer and 

trade outlets, the Commission was able to cultivate important relationships while encouraging the attendees to keep 

California avocados top of mind for upcoming relevant stories. Ten of the media attendees shared their season opener 

experiences on both social and traditional media channels, resulting in more than 34 million consumer public relations 

impressions. Chef Malarkey also shared his California avocado-inspired recipes with his more than 35,000 followers on 

Instagram. The content generated by these respected and credible industry members allowed the Commission to expand 

its reach to various lifestyle and food consumer audiences in an authentic manner. 

The virtual cooking session also led to articles in The Produce Reporter and Fresh Plaza trade newsletters, generating 

36,000 impressions. In addition, reporter Pamela Riemenschneider shared her experience with a video on her YouTube 

channel. 

 
Chef Brian Malarkey hosted the CAC season opener virtual cooking class. 

Spring Menu Promotions Build Interest in California Avocados 

Restaurant chain promotions help establish spring and summer as California avocado season with fresh limited-time-offer 

California avocado menu items that entice diners to choose the special menu offerings when ordering meals away from 

home. This spring two Northern California/Bay area chains — Erik’s DeliCafe and Super Duper Burgers — are promoting 

fresh California avocados on their menus. 

From April 1 – May 31, Erik’s DeliCafe units will leverage the halo effect of California avocados on the menu by showcasing 

the availability of fresh California avocado slices on their sandwiches and in their salads. The chain also will highlight fresh 

California avocados on their website and social media platforms. 

Super Duper Burgers launched their seasonal limited-time-offer item — the Parma Burger with fresh California avocados 

— on April 15. The promotion will run through June 1. The chain will call out the California-style special menu item on its 

website and social channels and feature a California avocado-themed “local sourcing” story on its website. 

By partnering with foodservice chain restaurants, the Commission provides additional exposure for California avocados 

and creates a sense of urgency among diners by noting the seasonality of the fruit and the LTO menu items. In turn, these 

promotions help encourage sales of the season’s crop and build awareness about the versatility of the fruit in a wide range 

of meal and snack options. 
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Restaurant chain promotions help establish spring and summer as California avocado season with fresh limited-time-offer 

California avocado menu items that entice diners to choose the special menu offerings when ordering meals away from 

home. This spring two Northern California/Bay area chains — Erik’s DeliCafe and Super Duper Burgers — are promoting 

fresh California avocados on their menus.  

From April 1 – May 31, Erik’s DeliCafe units will leverage the halo effect of California avocados on the menu by showcasing 

the availability of fresh California avocado slices on their sandwiches and in their salads. The chain also will highlight fresh 

California avocados on their website and social media platforms. 

Super Duper Burgers launched their seasonal limited-time-offer item — the Parma Burger with fresh California avocados 

— on April 15. The promotion will run through June 1. The chain will call out the California-style special menu item on its 

website and social channels and feature a California avocado-themed “local sourcing” story on its website. 

By partnering with foodservice chain restaurants, the Commission provides additional exposure for California avocados 

and creates a sense of urgency among diners by noting the seasonality of the fruit and the LTO menu items. In turn, these 

promotions help encourage sales of the season’s crop and build awareness about the versatility of the fruit in a wide range 

of meal and snack options. 

 
This post on the Erik’s DeliCafe Facebook page encourages diners to enjoy a limited-time-offer California avocado menu 

item when dining out. 
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California Market Trends 

To view all market trend graphs, including “Weekly Volume Summary,” “Weekly Avocado Prices” and “U.S. Avocado 

Supply,” please visit: http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/industry/market-statistics.   

California Avocado Society Weekly Newsline* Avocado Prices – May 12, 2021 

 

 

California Avocado Commission Weekly Volume Summary (Pounds) 

 

Crop Statistics 

Last week CAC finalized a mid-season crop update, resulting in a revised crop volume of 265 million pounds, a reduction of 

27 million pounds from the February 2021 crop estimate. Below is the updated weekly harvest projections based on the 

265 million pound crop with 4-year average and AMRIC handler forecasts displayed. As seen in the table below, current 

California harvest rates are projected to continue at or near the same level through June, with promotable volumes 

continuing through August. Over the next month we will begin to see crop from other countries arriving in the US market, 

the Commission recommends that growers continue to communicate with their handlers and grove managers on a regular 

basis to plan and update their harvest strategy to maximize opportunities in the market. 

 

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/industry/market-statistics
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Weather: 30-Day Outlook For California’s Coastal & Valley Areas 

(May 12 – June 9) 

Summary- While still classified as “La Niña”, this SSTA pattern has some important differences from a true La Niña pattern:  

a) warm SSTA’s along the entire Chilean west coast and extending outward well to the west 10-12 degrees 550-620 miles 

to the west of the coast. The basic La Niña remains consistent though not strong at this point. Colder than normal water 

will continue off the coast of Chile. Water temperatures off Ecuador and Peru are staring to warm up in spots.  

For the west coast of the U.S., the cold water weakens fronts and troughs that approach from the west and come into N 

California. The net effect is to persist high pressure near the coast.  This will continue the tendency for weak westerlies in 

the mid- latitude and subtropical eastern North Pacific with a general high pressure remaining near the west coast of the 

U.S.  The dry pattern will continue, as we approach the normal end of the season for extratropical rains in California.  

GENERAL SYNOPSIS FOR CALIFORNIA 

This Sea Surface Temperature Anomaly (SSTA) pattern  supports recurrent upper high pressure near the coast from Point 

Conception to the Oregon state line during May and early June, with some downstream troughing over the Great Basin.  

May is already a windy month in NW California thanks to thermal forcing  of the normal sea breeze.  Add to this the 

persistent pressure gradient from high pressure off the coast to low pressure in the Great basin, and the result is a 

recurrently windy cool pattern at the coast with strong gusty winds, and elevated wildfire risk inland areas due to dry 

downslope north winds.    Rains are unlikely except for the usual “May-Gray” pattern of deep low clouds and drizzle at the 

coast of Central and Southern California.  

SSTA Forcing - The trend forced by sea surface temperature anomalies of colder water in the Northcentral Pacific and 

subtropical Eastern North Pacific will continue to encourage troughing north of Hawaii, and development of upper high 

pressure near but just west of California. Occasional deeper  trough are still possible in the Sierras and Eastern Deserts 

areas.   

Precipitation Trend – Current most likely NORCAL Precipitation Dates (from our CFSDaily products out 30 days): May 20-21 

and  27-29 (light showers), June 4-6.  Rainfall will continue well below normal as the ‘winter’ rain season comes to an end.  

In S California – SOCAL Warm Spells, from our CFSDailyAI - dates from models GFS and CFSDailyAI: Warm spells:  May looks 

unusually dry and warm with warm to very warm temperatures.  Above normal temperatures will continue through the 

middle of June with some brief cooling as weak troughs move through or just east of the region. Hotter periods will be 

from May, Jun 1-2, 12-18, 26-28.  Chances of frost are not expected through some cooler nights on May 30 - Jun 1, Jun 10-

11 and 25-26.  

Central Sierra Nevada best chance for Precipitation: May 27-29, (chance of precip), Jun 7-9 (light precip near the Oregon 

border), 19-23 (light rain N areas).  This is a dry pattern with below normal precipitation though a couple few troughs will 

bring some precipitation into the region.  Other than the storms listed above, not much precipitation is expected.  High 

pressure will remain the dominant feature. Late season snow accumulation will be well below normal due to high pressure 

that will dominate through most of the period.  Some snow at times with the storms mentioned above will be at high 

elevations in the mountains.  Below normal precipitation is expected through the month of June. 

Possible frosts in north and northcentral California valley cold spots:  May 30 - Jun 1, (frost pockets), Jun 10 (upper 30s 

cold spots). Frost are unlikely through agricultural areas.  Less frost than normal due to  warm high pressure aloft over  the 

region with also warmer nights expected with low nocturnal  inversions. 

Fire risk:  An increase in fire risk across the state is expected by mid to late May as we experience earlier than normal start 

to the fire season.  Higher fire risk will be due to above normal surface temperatures and below normal rain, and higher 
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instability of the atmosphere due to cold air aloft from troughing in the Great Basin. Recurrent dry and occasional 

downslope  north  winds will also contribute to the high fire risk….unusual for so early in the season as vegetation dries 

out quickly.  

The listing of dates normally included for hot and cold spells, and precipitation are based on our CFSDaily and CFSDailyAI 

forecast products, and present generally expected trends in precipitation (both products) and temperature (CFSDailyAI) to 

4km. Our system gives some consideration of terrain and coastal influence. We consider the CFSv2 as one of the better 

ways to represent basic weather down in the sub-monthly time scale beyond the 15 day GFS or monthly maps from CFSv2 

or NMME.     

..Southern California Deserts Outlook for May 12 – JUL 10: Highlights: Very dry with much above normal temperatures will 

continue through May and likely through most of June.  This is due to a strong high pressure that will remain nearly 

stationary across the west coast of the US including California.  High pressure weakens a bit with some late season troughs 

bringing some cooling and possible gusty dry winds in the S and E Deserts from a  couple of fronts in late May through 

June.  One trough could bring brief below normal temperatures but no rain into SoCal deserts May 28-29..  After the start 

of June the storm track remains well north of the region.  

A trough on June 8-9 brings potential for  gusty winds in the S and E Deserts. Monsoonal  moisture will start to bring some 

clouds into SoCal late in June or early July but the main monsoon season usually starts towards the middle of July.  

Currently we do not expect an early start to the monsoon season, but drier than normal conditions continuing instead into 

early July.   

***Looking Ahead – Long Range Outlook Jun 13 - Aug 10 N and Central California with comments into late July *** 

Early Aug. La Niña will continue with a strong high pressure and ridging near the west coast of the U.S. and California 

continuing as the dominant weather feature.  This will keep very warm temperatures and dry to very dry conditions 

through June & likely through mid-July.  Weak systems at times will brush through NoCal but CenCal and SoCal look very 

dry with recurrent hot periods and little or no chance of rain.  A couple of troughs could briefly bring some rain to mainly 

NoCal in June but most will be across the northern-most part of the state.  The storm track and jet stream pull well north 

of the region with a very dry June expected. July will start dry with an increase in moisture into SoCal towards the middle 

of July as monsoonal surges of moisture arrive into that region. Monsoonal moisture should increase and start to move 

farther north reaching the NoCal Siskiyou, Trinity Alps and Yolla Bolly mountains by late July into early Aug.  Eastern SoCal 

will see the best chance of monsoonal moisture from late July through the month of Aug. A normal monsoonal pattern 

also will bring some decent showers and thunderstorms into the southern & central SierraNV usually starting in mid-July 

and increasing in early Aug.  Excessive heat and lightning are the most likely contributors to fires in early to mid-summer.  

Jun 13 - Jul 11 N and Central California...Only weak storm systems will brush through the high pressure with little rain 

expected.  The high pressure will generally stay locked over the region through the end of June.  Above normal 

temperatures with much drier than normal precipitation are expected.  Brief weak systems that are weakened by the high 

pressure could bring light rain to NoCal Jun 19-24. Otherwise, little or no chance of rain for CenCal or NoCal are expected 

with June looking very dry!  As mentioned earlier, an early start to the fire season is expected due to the dry and very 

warm pattern with mid to late June possibly seeing some severe fire growth risk in some areas.  Of concern this year will 

be dry vegetation as a fuels source for fires during lightning events with the usual thunderstorms that occur in mid-

summer.  

For SOCAL:  Very warm and dry with little or no chance of rain through June, except for coastal drizzle event or two from 

coast to lower mountains. July will likely start dry.  We should exxpect to see the usual risk  of monsoonal thunderstorms  

to increase by mid to late July.   
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SierraNV mountain snow accumulation: Well below normal late season snow is expected through the Sierras with snow 

that falls only in the higher elevations.  

*** Fire risk and spread  will be high this year in the SierraNV due to the below normal rainfall/snowpack and higher than 

normal temperatures. Expect high fire risk from late May to increase in early June throughout the Sierras.   

July-Aug 2021:  Monsoonal season will bring the best chance of rain and showers along with thunderstorms to SoCal 

though showers into the central and N SierraNV and NoCal are possible at times.  General monsoonal rain starts south 

areas by the middle or end of July and increase through the start and middle of August.  With high pressure remaining 

across the western U.S. an average monsoonal flow into California is expected. Near normal occurrence of showers and 

thunderstorms are indicated for August across most mountain areas of California including the Sierra and the deserts of 

southeast California.  Monsoonal moisture also brings instability to the atmosphere with some thunderstorms at times 

into the region. Lightning from the thunderstorms are a good source of starting fires across the already very dry 

vegetation! 

Alan Fox & Zane Stephens...Fox Weather, LLC 
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