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Calendar 
For a listing of industry events and dates for the coming year, please visit:  

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/commission/calendar 

 

CAS/CAC/UCCE Grower Seminar: Avocado Tree Physiology and Pruning 
Speakers include: 

 Jim Downer, a farm advisor in Ventura will discuss the basic principles of tree pruning. 

 Ben Faber, a farm advisor in Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties whose primary crop involvement is avocados and citrus. He 

will present information concerning avocado-specific pruning. 

June 2-4 

June 2 

Time: 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Location:  UC Cooperative Extension Office Auditorium, 2156 Sierra Way, San Luis Obispo, CA 

 

June 3 

Time: 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

Location:  UC Cooperative Extension Office Auditorium, 669 County Square Dr., Ventura, CA 

 

June 4 

Time: 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Location:  Fallbrook Public Utility District Board Rm., 990 East Mission Rd., Fallbrook, CA 

 

 

 

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/commission/calendar
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Sustainable Groundwater Management Act Workshop 
Ventura County avocado growers are invited to attend a free groundwater workshop to learn more about the Sustainable 

Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) and its implications for growers in the Ventura County area.  Registration required.  More 

information here. 
June 9 

Time: 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Location:  Courtyard Marriott, 600 E. Esplanade Drive, Oxnard, CA 

 

Specialty Crops Production and Risk Management Workshop 
An all-day seminar focused on specialty crop production and risk management tools for producers in Southern California will be hosted 

by the University of California Cooperative Extension (UCCE), USDA Risk Management Agency, Right Risk, LLC, and San Diego County 

Farm Bureau.  Registration required.  More information here. 
June 16 

Time: 7:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

Location:  San Diego County Farm Bureau, 1670 East Valley Parkway, Escondido, CA 

 

Pest Management Seminar and PSHB Update 
The California Association of Pest Control Advisers (CAPCA) is offering a six-hour seminar for PCAs, QALs, QACs, CCAs, private 

applicators, arborists and other license and certificate holders.  Registration required.  More information here. 
June 17 

Time: 7:30 a.m. – 2:15 p.m. 

Location:  Burbank Elks Lodge #1497, 2232 North Hollywood Way, Burbank, CA 

Sustainable Groundwater Management Act Workshop 

Ventura County avocado growers are invited to attend a free groundwater workshop to learn more about the Sustainable 

Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) and its implications for growers in the Ventura County area. Since the SGMA took 

effect on January 1, Groundwater Sustainability Agencies have been tasked with developing Groundwater Sustainability 

Plans (GSPs) for high- and medium-priority basins in California. This workshop is intended to help agricultural groundwater 

users engage in the process of establishing these GSPs — providing them with the opportunity to become part of an 

information-sharing network, join a strategy-setting committee and help establish basin-specific working groups. 

Participants will learn more about how to organize themselves and effectively participate in a groundwater management 

process that will eventually determine how much water they can pump from their own wells. 

The workshop will be of particular importance to growers in the Mound, Pleasant Valley, Arroyo Santa Rosa Valley, Oxnard 

Plain and Oxnard Forebay basin regions. 

The workshop — which is hosted by the Farm Bureau of Ventura County, the Ventura County Agricultural Association and 

the Ventura County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business — will take place on Friday, June 9 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

at the Courtyard Marriott, 600 E. Esplanade Drive, Oxnard. 

Workshop reservations are required. Please RSVP at admin@farmbureauvc.com or call 805.289.0155. 

Early Bird Registration for World Avocado Congress Ends June 15 

The VII World Avocado Congress 2015 (WAC) will be held in Lima, Peru September 13 – 18, 2015. Early bird registration for 

WAC, which includes a significant price discount, ends June 15. 

Growers interested in attending the Congress can find a variety of information on the event’s website located at 

http://www.wacperu2015.com. The website includes: 

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/event/sustainable-groundwater-management-act-workshop
http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/event/specialty-crops-production-and-risk-management-workshop
http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/event/pest-managment-seminar-and-pshb-update
mailto:admin@farmbureauvc.com
http://www.wacperu2015.com/
http://www.wacperu2015.com/
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 The preliminary WAC program 

 A list of topics that include: genetic resources/nursery management; pests and diseases; culture management and 

techniques; post harvest/processing; human health and nutrition; and marketing/commercial stream 

 A list of activities that include networking events, field tours/lunches, and pre- and post-event scientific tours 

 Travel information  

 An opportunity to sign up for email updates concerning WAC  

Online registration for WAC is available here. 

Partners of the Americas Seeks an Avocado Production Specialist to Serve as a Farmer-to-Farmer 

Volunteer in Guatemala 

Partners of the Americas is a non-profit organization based out of Washington, D.C. that has been implementing the 

USAID-funded Farmer-to-Farmer program for the past 24 years. The Farmer-to-Farmer program blends two 

goals: facilitating people-to people exchanges and promoting sustainable economic growth, natural resource 

management, and development. Through this program, Partners of Americas sponsor U.S. agricultural volunteers to travel 

to Latin America on two- to four-week assignments to train farmers, cooperative, agribusinesses, and other institutions in 

an area of needed technical assistance. Partners of Americas cover all of travel, housing, food, and other related costs. On-

the-ground field staff accompany the volunteer into the field and translate for them during their service (so no need to 

speak Spanish). Interested candidates can send a resume to Courtney Dunham at cdunham@partners.net. For details on 

this, and other open assignments throughout Latin America, please 

visit: http://www.partners.net/partners/Volunteering.asp. 

Goleta Farmers Considering Legal Action to Oppose Drought Surcharges 

A group of Goleta growers are exploring possible legal action against the Goleta Water District over the proposed drought 

surcharges as outlined below. The group is looking for additional finances to cover anticipated fees and costs for legal 

action. Anyone interested in learning more about this effort are encouraged to contact Paul Van Leer (805-968-9758). 

As previously reported, the Goleta Water District (District) board of directors, in April, adopted a resolution creating 

drought surcharges of $2.60 per hundred cubic feet (HCF) beginning July 1, 2015. The District will hold a public hearing on 

June 16, 2015 to consider the adoption of drought surcharges (more information below). The new drought surcharges will 

be assessed on all customer classes under a Stage III water emergency, which was declared by the District on May 12, 

2015. If finalized the drought surcharges will increase agricultural water costs by up to 300 percent beginning July 1, 2015. 

Commodity Charge 
Current Rate 

(HCF) 

With Drought Surcharge 

(HCF) 

Current Rate 

(AF) 

With Drought Surcharge 

(AF) 

Urban Agricultural $1.42 $4.02 $618.55 $1,751.11 

West Conduit System 

Agricultural 
$1.30 $3.90 $566.28 $1,698.84 

HCF=Hundred Cubic Feet; AF=Acre Foot 

http://www.wacperu2015.com/program/preliminar-program/
http://www.wacperu2015.com/program/congress-topics/
http://www.wacperu2015.com/program/activities/
http://www.wacperu2015.com/travel-information/peru/
http://www.wacperu2015.com/info/
http://www.wacperu2015.com/registration/registration-info/
mailto:cdunham@partners.net
http://www.partners.net/partners/Volunteering.asp
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The California Avocado Commission (Commission) senior staff met with John McInnes, District General Manager and other 

District staff. Unfortunately, the District staff indicated there was unanimous support by the District board for the drought 

surcharges on agricultural users at the proposed level. Furthermore, it became apparent that in light of the very limited 

supply for Cachuma Lake the District was looking to dis-incentivize water usage. Recently the Commission was provided a 

copy of a District letter to an agricultural customer which stated, “the District intends to implement temporary drought 

surcharges beginning July 1, 2015, which are necessary to offset loss of revenue associated with increased conservation 

and to dis-incentivize continued high water use during this severe drought.”  

Cachuma Lake, one of the District’s major supply sources, is experiencing historic low levels. As of April 29 there were 

5,404 acre feet of supply in the Cachuma Lake. According to the District the West Conduit is solely supplied by Cachuma 

Lake and average demand is about 10,000 acre feet per day. At this time there are no additional supply allocations for the 

District from Cachuma Lake. More information on the Goleta Stage III Water Shortage Emergency may be found here: 

http://www.goletawater.com/home/featured-story/stage-iii-water-shortage-emergency-information/ 

If you are a Goleta Water District customer we urge you to write a letter in opposition to the proposed drought 

surcharges on agriculture. It is also important that you attend the June 16, 2015 public hearing and voice your 

opposition. 

HOW TO PROTEST: 

1. A public hearing has been scheduled for June 16, 2015, 5:30 pm at the Goleta Union School, 401 N. Fairview Ave., 

Goleta. Members of the public will be allowed to provide comments. 

2. Deliver your protest signed and in writing, including your name and service address (or parcel number) to the 

Goleta Water District at 4699 Hollister Avenue, Goleta, CA 93110 prior to the District’s consideration of this item 

June 16, 2015. 

3. Protests may also be mailed to the District at P.O. Box 3370, Santa Barbara, CA 93130 or submitted at the June 16, 

2015 public hearing. Faxed or e-mailed protests cannot be accepted. Protests are public records. 

The following points may be incorporated into your protest: 

 The proposed drought surcharge will seriously jeopardize the future of avocado farming in Goleta; 

 A loss of agriculture will go beyond the immediate economic impacts on farmers, their employees, and the 

businesses they support; 

 Avocado groves in Goleta are a hedge against fire and urban expansion; 

 Farms generate local taxes while placing low demands on city services; 

 Avocado groves provide open space, environmental benefits, and add aesthetic qualities to the landscape; 

 Crops do not require treated water so the agricultural sector is not driving needed capital improvements for water 

treatment or system expansion; 

 A recent Southern California Public Opinion Poll found that nearly 75 percent of residents believe that farmers 

should receive reduced water rates; 

 Those surveyed showed an overwhelming support for paying higher water rates in order to keep agriculture as 

part of the economy; 

http://www.goletawater.com/home/featured-story/stage-iii-water-shortage-emergency-information/
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 It is my view that Goleta residents understand and appreciate the benefits that result from the presence of 

agriculture in the community; 

 Public policy decisions should take into consideration the value of maintaining an agricultural base. 

San Diego County Water Use Updates 

As the drought in California continues, California avocado growers in San Diego County should be aware of a few key 

developments concerning water use. 

The San Diego County Farm Bureau is encouraging agricultural operations to be proactive in becoming certified by their 

water districts as an agricultural user of water. While Transitional Special Agricultural Water Rate (TSAWR) users are 

certified by retail agencies, full-rate water users will need to be certain they are properly certified as agricultural users. 

Growers who do not become certified by the district will have to meet urban water reduction numbers beginning June 1. 

Growers who receive certification requests from their districts should respond quickly. Those who do not hear from their 

district should contact the district to ensure they are properly certified. 

In addition, the County Water Authority (CWA) has set a mandatory 15 percent reduction in water use for TSAWR 

participants beginning July 1. Water districts will be paying close attention to customer overages, so growers should be 

cognizant of their water use to avoid penalties. Non-TSAWR users will also face water reductions, but these will be 

determined by the local water district board of directors. 

Financial Assistance Available for Environmentally Friendly Irrigation Systems 

The California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) is now accepting applications for the State Water Efficiency and 

Enhancement Program (SWEEP). SWEEP provides financial assistance to growers implementing irrigation systems that 

reduce greenhouse gases and save water. Growers can apply for SWEEP funding up to $150,000 per project. SWEEP funds 

are not granted for expansion of agricultural operations. 

Applicants must provide supporting documentation concerning actual on-farm water consumption and greenhouse gas 

emissions to be eligible. Applicants also must submit a project design including an explanation of how water savings and 

greenhouse gas reductions will be achieved. 

Applications will be ranked based on the level of water savings and greenhouse gas reductions, therefore applicants must 

address soil moisture sensors, evapotranspiration based scheduling, water pumping, micro-irrigation or drip systems, low 

pressure systems, variable frequency drives and other management practices that will result in savings and reductions. 

Environmental co-benefits derived from the proposed project — such as improved air quality or fertilizer management — 

will also be considered. 

Applications must be submitted online using the Financial Assistance Application Submittal Tool (FAAST). Application 

guidelines are available online (and are listed in the right-hand navigation). The application deadline is June 29, 2015. 

Funding will be awarded in September 2015. 

CDFA is hosting five free application workshops to provide information on program requirements and the FAAST 

application process. Individuals planning to attend should email grants@cdfa.ca.gov with their contact information, 

number of seats required and workshop location.  

  

SWEEP Application Workshops: 

  

Tulare- June 2, 2015 

https://faast.waterboards.ca.gov/
http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/EnvironmentalStewardship/pdfs/2015_SWEEP_ApplicationGuidelines.pdf
mailto:grants@cdfa.ca.gov
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1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Tulare County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office 

4437 S Laspina 

Tulare, CA 93274 

  

Ventura- June 3, 2015 

1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Ventura County Cooperative Extension 

669 County Square Dr., Suite 100 

Ventura, CA  93003 

Oroville – June 9, 2015 

1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Butte County Farm Bureau 

2580 Feather River Blvd. 

Oroville CA 95965 

Specialty Crops Production and Risk Management Workshop 

An all-day seminar focused on specialty crop production and risk management tools for producers in Southern California 

will be hosted by the University of California Cooperative Extension (UCCE), USDA Risk Management Agency, Right Risk, 

LLC, and San Diego County Farm Bureau. The workshop will address current challenges producers face — such as irrigation 

and pest management — and explore alternative crops producers can choose to grow in addition to their mainstay crops. 

The event will be held at the San Diego County Farm Bureau, 1670 East Valley Parkway, Escondido, CA, 92027, on Tuesday, 

June 16, 2015 from 7:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

The workshop will cover the following topics:  

 San Diego County water, exotic pests and regulatory updates 

 Water use and irrigation efficiency 

 Fertility management 

 Risk management tools and strategies 

 Enterprise risk analyzer — comparing and selecting crop alternatives 

 Alternative crops such as wine grapes, blackberries, blueberries, cherimoyas, olives and dragon fruit 

Registration is $40 (prior to June 8, 2015) and $50 (after June 8). Lunch will be served at the event. 

To register for the workshop online, click here. To print a registration form, click here. An agenda is available online. For 

more information, call 858.822.7711. 

Pest Control Seminar Includes PSHB Update 

The California Association of Pest Control Advisers (CAPCA) is offering a six-hour seminar for PCAs, QALs, QACs, CCAs, 

private applicators, arborists and other license and certificate holders. The seminar will be held June 17, 2015 from 7:30 

a.m. – 2:15 p.m. at the Burbank Elks Lodge #1497, 2232 North Hollywood Way, Burbank, CA. 

http://ucanr.edu/survey/survey.cfm?surveynumber=15490
http://files.ctctcdn.com/e4686383101/d74e6ef4-b9f7-4a9f-8876-eaf9495c7ac1.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/e4686383101/10ae64ab-5df3-449d-9319-7d6ca4a2de86.pdf
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Seminar topics include: 

 Hazardous materials transportation requirements 

 Vertebrate pest management update 

 L.A. County invasive species 

 Polyphagous shot hole borer update 

The registration fee is $60 for members and non-members and $20 for students. A complete agenda and online 

registration can be found by clicking here. 

For more information, contact Ariana Zamora at 805.704.3255 or ariana@capca.com. 

“Distinctly Californian” Campaign Update 

The “Distinctly Californian” 2015 consumer advertising campaign, which the California Avocado Commission (CAC) 

launched on March 30, is in full swing. The campaign showcases classic California dishes and cleverly reminds consumers 

to look at the label when purchasing avocados to ensure they are purchasing the best tasting, freshest, hand grown 

avocados — those from California. 

Because the campaign also aims to raise awareness about the California avocado season, the marketing and advertising 

plan has staggered media rollouts to coordinate with the timing of avocado harvests. Below is an update concerning the 

integrated facets of the “Distinctly Californian” campaign. 

 The first regional full-page print ad was published in Sunset Magazine in May 

 Radio and digital media campaigns have gone live across all markets, including the :60 and :30 general market 

radio and in-store radio ads 

 The unique outdoor billboards, wallscapes, posters and head-to-toe San Diego trolley wrap began on May 11  

An expected 800 million impressions will be generated by this campaign, encouraging consumers to check the label to 

ensure they are purchasing premium quality Hand Grown California avocados. 

 
This unique LA wallscape encourages consumers to eat locally and purchase premium California avocados. 

https://capcaed.com/june-17-2015-burbank-capca-ed-seminar
mailto:ariana@capca.com
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California-Grown Initiative Launched at Albertsons, Vons and Pavilions 

On May 6, 2015, district managers and produce managers from Southern California Albertsons, Vons and Pavilions stores 

gathered for the launch of the California Avocado Commission’s (CAC) California-grown in-store signage program. The 

event took place at Albertsons in Fallbrook, California. 

Steve Lawler, Produce Sales Manager for Albertsons/Vons/Pavilions, hosted the event and was joined by CAC staff and 

California avocado grower Chuck Bandy, one of several growers featured in the California-grown signage. Attendees 

toured Albertsons’ produce department, which featured the new signage, while CAC staff spoke of the summer California-

grown program and the opportunity to drive sales in the category. 

California-grown signage and POS will be up in all Albertsons, Vons and Pavilions stores by the end of May and will remain 

in the produce departments throughout the season. 

 
California avocado grower Chuck Bandy is one of many growers featured in Albertsons/Vons/Pavilions California-grown 

POS program. 

Summer LTOs at Rubio’s and Togo’s Feature Premium California Avocados 

Partnering with foodservice chains offers the California Avocado Commission (CAC) the opportunity to provide additional 

exposure for the fruit through menus, merchandising tools, social media and coupon advertising. Current limited-time-

offer California avocado promotions will provide additional exposure in the Western regional markets during the peak 

avocado season. 

The San Diego-based, beach-themed Rubio’s chain known for its Baja-style fish tacos is featuring new menu items – 

tostadas including Pan-Seared Shrimp Tostada and Grilled Chicken Roasted Veggie Tostada – topped with fresh California 

avocado guacamole throughout the summer. All 193 units will have table tents showcasing the Hand Grown in California 

logo, fresh California avocados and the local family farmers who grow them. Approximately 300,000 Rubio’s Beach Club 

members will receive an email blast featuring the new menu item and a California avocado sidebar. The Rubio’s website 

also will showcase the California avocado farm-to-table story and the chain’s social media sites will share California 

avocado posts throughout the three-month promotion. 

All 254 units of the San Jose-based Togo’s sandwich chain has introduced a new version of the Togo’s Salad Wraps — a 

Santa Fe Chicken Salad Wrap — that will be value priced at $5. The promotion will run throughout the summer with 
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window stickers and menu board magnets showcasing the Hand Grown in California logo. Togo’s Sandwich Club members 

will receive California avocado-centric email blasts and coupons. Social media posts on Facebook and Twitter will 

supplement the promotion. 

 
The Togo’s menu board features the Hand Grown in California logo and the new California-style wrap. 

PMA Women’s Conference Provides Leadership and Networking Opportunities 

The PMA Foundation for Industry Talent — Women’s Fresh Perspectives Conference, provides female industry members 

with a unique opportunity to receive leadership training specifically geared for women. The event, held April 26 – 28 in 

San Diego, also provides female industry members with the opportunity to network with other women in the industry. 

Connie Stukenberg, California Avocado Commission (CAC) retail marketing director, and Angela Fraser, CAC marketing 

manager, participated in the PMA leadership training and met with key female produce executives from retailers such as 

Costco, Meijer, Raley’s, Sysco and Walmart. 

The Commission also sponsored the conference. CAC logos were prominently displayed on all event signage and California 

avocados were included in each of the meals served during the event. The General Session keynote speaker not only 

mentioned California avocados in his presentation, but he and his wife so enjoyed the Avocado Key Lime Pudding in a Jar 

that he requested a copy of the recipe before leaving the conference. 

The conference provided valuable education, training and networking opportunities for Commission staff and the 

sponsorship built brand awareness that encouraged participants to use California avocados in new meals at home. 
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Angela Fraser and Connie Stukenberg with CAC sponsorship signage. 

California Market Trends 

To view all market trend graphs, including “Weekly Volume Summary,” “Weekly Avocado Prices” and “U.S. Avocado Supply,” please 

visit: http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/industry/market-statistics.   

 
 

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/industry/market-statistics
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Weather: 30-Day Outlook For California’s Coastal & Valley Areas 

Synopsis - The pattern of sea surface temperature anomalies in the midlatitude central and east Pacific supports troughing at 145-

155W and near and southwest of southern California. This will be a time of transition; as high pressure builds further north into 

California, residual upper lows linger near southern California. Upper low pressure over the Great Basin and central Rockies will 

gradually weaken and high pressure will start to develop northward from Mexico. 

The transition continues between mid-spring and summer weather patterns. The southern storm track will remain fairly strong from 

May 29 to June 9. Along the west coast, we will be shifting into a warmer pattern that is more typical of summer. There is even a 

suggestion of tropical cyclone activity near south Baja. This is unusual for early June but is supported by the warm sea surface 

temperatures off Baja. 

In the Near Term – May 29 to June 12…  Night and morning coastal low clouds and fog will occur. The main issue between the 6th and 

11th is the possibility of hot weather associated with tropical cyclone activity near the southern tip of Baja. 

Summary – June 13 to 27…  El Niño forcing will continue to support weak troughing at times, inducing the trough from Baja west by 

southwest toward Hawaii. It is important to watch this feature because upper lows west of Baja can bring tropical moisture into 

southern California and induce hot conditions as upper high pressure builds in Arizona, the Great Basin, and the eastern portions of 

California. 

Following a quiet June, the CFS2 model is projecting a robust increase in thunder- storm activity in the Sierras during July. This is 

consistent with the normal summertime monsoonal pattern added to the contribution of southeast flow around recurrent low 

pressure west of Baja. 

In the avocado growing areas, we can expect night and morning coastal fog and low clouds that are typical of late June. There will be 

minimal thunderstorms in the mountains. High pressure will tend to build around June 13 to 18, with a shallower marine layer, earlier 

clearing, and warmer conditions in the coastal hills. 

Seasonal Outlook/El Niño Update – June 28 to September 26…  After a mostly dry June, the weather will become active again. July, 

August, and September appear to be tricky for weather-related risks due to 1) lightning, 2) heavy thunderstorms and associated rains 
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near the mountains, and 3) hot weather related to offshore flow to the north of troughs associated with tropical cyclones or strong 

easterly waves. 

For August to mid-September, it will be warmer than normal. From late July through August, we expect to see fairly regular supply of 

tropical moisture into the mountains and deserts of southern California. 

Looking well ahead, the CFS2 (Climate Forecast System) from NOAA/NCEP is showing above normal rainfall in the latter part of August. 

There is a slightly higher risk of heavy convective rain events from tropical cyclones in Baja and western Mexico as well as some heavy 

rains into southern California and Arizona. The CFS2 currently suggests well above normal rainfall for the mountains of Ventura and 

Los Angeles Counties in September. Also, with tropical cyclone events in Baja, southern California historically experiences some of its 

hottest weather as east winds develop in the late summer and early Fall. 

...Alan Fox, Fox Weather LLC... 

 


