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Calendar 
For a listing of industry events and dates for the coming year, please visit:  

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/commission/calendar 

 

 

CAC Governance Committee Meeting 
February 9 

Time: 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Location:  CAC Santa Paula Field Office, 705 E. Main Street, Suite A, Santa Paula, CA 

 

California Avocado Growers Field Day — Decline in Mature Avocado Trees and Effects of El Nino 
CAC has experienced some decline issues with a number of mature avocado trees and has learned that a number of other growers in 

Ventura County have noticed similar problems in their groves.  More information here. 
February 10 

Time: 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Location:  Pine Tree Ranch Demonstration Grove, 19455 E Telegraph Road, Santa Paula, CA 

 

FSMA Educational Outreach Seminars 
March 1-3 

March 1 

Time: 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Location:  Grand Tradition Estate and Gardens, 220 Grand Tradition Way, Fallbrook, CA 
 

March 2 

Time: 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Location:  Santa Paula Agricultural Museum, 926 Railroad Ave., Santa Paula, CA 

 

March 3 

Time: 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Location:  San Luis Obispo County Farm Bureau, 4875 Morabito Place, San Luis Obispo, CA 

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/commission/calendar
http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/event/california-avocado-growers-field-day-%E2%80%94-decline-mature-avocado-trees-and-effects-el-nino
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CDFA Referendum Vote for CAC Operations Due by February 29 

As required by state law, the California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) is conducting a referendum vote 

among California avocado growers to determine whether California Avocado Commission (CAC) operations should be 

reapproved and continued for the next five years. The Commission encourages all eligible growers to participate in the 

referendum vote. 

Ballots will be mailed to growers on January 29. Eligible growers who do not receive a ballot by February 5 should contact 

CAC at 949.341.1955. In order to be valid, ballots must be postmarked no later than February 29, 2016 or received by the 

CDFA at the close of business on February 29. 

The CDFA will report the results of the referendum in early March 2016. 

Avocado Grove Thefts Reported 

According to Ventura Sheriff Detective Chip Chadman, a number of avocado-related thefts have been reported recently. 

The thefts range from stealing a handful of avocados to removing large quantities of the fruit, stealing utility carts and a 

skid steer. Fresno County has reported similar thefts of farm vehicles and trailers. One of the most important steps you 

can take is to mark all equipment with your Owner Applied Number (OAN). Investigators throughout the state can access 

the OAN system, which can aid in the recovery of stolen equipment.  

If you suspect illegal activity, Detective Chapman reminds you to contact law enforcement (911) immediately and leave 

the scene intact so officials can gather evidence. Be certain to record license plate numbers and the make, color and other 

significant details of the suspected vehicle such as body damage, bumper stickers, camper shell and after-market tires. 

Note the direction in which the vehicle travels. Take note of the suspect’s age, height, weight, facial hair, clothing and shoe 

type. If you have a cell phone with you, use it to take photos. 

Following are other theft-prevention best practices. 

Supplies 

 Avoid stockpiling and storing supplies on site if possible. 

 If you do stockpile supplies, store them in a location not easily visible from the road, but easily visible from a 

house or workstation. 

 Store supplies in a secure location. 

 Maintain a complete list of all tools, including serial numbers and model numbers. 

Equipment 

 Mark all equipment with an OAN. 

 Lock all equipment and do not hide keys in the vehicle. 

 Remove all tools and equipment from vehicles. 

 Lock vehicular toolboxes and secure to the vehicle. 

 Do not leave equipment in the fields overnight. If you must, park the equipment where it is not easily seen from 

the road and chain machinery/equipment together. 



Page 3 of 8 

 Place lockable cases over batteries and lockable caps on fuel openings. 

 Ensure fuel tank areas are well lit and not easily seen from the road. 

 Locate fuel tank control switches in a house or locked building. 

 Maintain a complete list of all machinery/equipment, including serial numbers and model numbers. 

Buildings 

 Secure doors by placing hinges on the interior of the door, reinforcing interior doorjambs and use heavy-duty 

strike plates and long screws. 

 Use heavy padlocks on doors. 

 Use a commercial side-block or insert a pin through the bottom sash to secure windows. 

 Use metal bars and heavy screens on high-risk windows.   

Property 

 Post “No Trespassing” signs on the borders of your property, as well as signs warning of video surveillance, alarm 

systems, security guards or dogs. 

 Check fences to ensure they are secure. 

 Lock all gates with heavy-duty chains and padlocks when not in use. 

 Use posts, poles, drainage ditches or large boulders to block vehicle access to open areas on your property. 

Theft-related information can be submitted to the hotline at AvoTheft@avocado.org, or by calling (949) 754-0733. Provide 

the following information when reporting a theft:   

 your name 

 contact phone number 

 address or intersection where theft occurred 

 date of theft 

 time of theft 

 pounds of fruit stolen 

 other items taken or vandalized 

The California Avocado Commission's Anti-Theft Reward Program provides a monetary reward, of up to $5,000, to 

individuals who provide information leading to the arrest/conviction of another for unlawful possession of California 

avocados, or for information leading to the return of stolen fruit, or for information leading to the prevention of an 

avocado theft in progress.  

 

mailto:AvoTheft@avocado.org
http://californiaavocadogrowers.com/growing/avocado-grove-theft-protection
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2014 California Ag Report Available 

The California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) has released a new report entitled, “California Agricultural 

Statistics Review.” The statistics, which were derived primarily from the United States Department of Agriculture/National 

Agricultural Statistics Service, summarizes trends in California farm sales and exports. The report uses full crop-year data 

from 2014. 

Highlights from the report are as follows: 

 Despite the challenges presented by the drought, in 2014 California’s 76,400 farms received nearly $54 billion for 

their output — a 5.1 percent increase over 2013. 

 California remains the leading U.S. state in cash farm receipts and represents nearly 13 percent of the U.S. total. 

 California farms represent nearly 4 percent of the national total farms. 

 Nearly 27 percent of California farms generated more than $100,000; the national average is 20 percent. 

 In 2014, there were nearly 2 percent fewer farms in California, but the acreage devoted to farming and ranching 

remained steady at 25.5 million acres; California’s average farm size increased from 327 to 334 acres. 

 The value of California farm real estate increased to $7,400 per acre; irrigated cropland increased to $12,100 per 

acre and non-irrigated cropland increased to $3,650 per acre. 

 California’s agricultural exports earned nearly $22 billion in 2014, representing 14.3 percent of total U.S. 

agricultural exports. 

 California produced more than 400 commodities. 

 In 2014, California accounted for more than 57 percent of the non-citrus fruit and nut production in the U.S. 

 California continues to lead the nation in the production of avocados. 

 California avocados represented 83 percent of U.S. production and ranked 22nd in California production for 2014. 

 Avocados reported 53,800 bearing acres with an average 2.8-ton yield per acre. 

The complete report can be viewed online. 

Reminder:  California Avocado Grower Field Day to Address Decline Issues in Avocado Trees and 

Effects of El Nino 

The California Avocado Commission (CAC) will host a California Avocado grower field day at the Pine Tree Ranch 

demonstration grove on February 10 from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

CAC has experienced some decline issues with a number of mature avocado trees at Pine Tree Ranch and has learned that 

a number of other growers in Ventura County have noticed similar problems in their groves. The field day will cover this 

topic, as well as the effects of El Nino. Dr. Ben Faber, UC Cooperative Extension Ventura County, will be a presenter. 

The field day will include the following topics: 

 What is known about the recent decline in mature avocado trees and what may be causing it 

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/Statistics/PDFs/2015Report.pdf
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 The effect of El Nino’s recent rains 

 Tips for managing avocado groves during an El Nino spring 

 What growers should be aware of as many groves receive their first significant rainfall in several years 

New California Avocado Logo Unveiled 

On January 7, the California Avocado Commission (CAC) unveiled its new California avocado logo. The logo will be 

incorporated into all marketing communications beginning this year. 

The refreshed California avocado logo aligns the brand with CAC’s overall marketing communications. The most recent 

change to the California avocado logo took place nearly a decade ago, in 2007, when CAC introduced the Hand Grown in 

California logo as part of the California avocado grower campaign. 

The Commission will unveil an evolution of its marketing campaign in the coming months. The logo supports the new 

creative with a link to the Hand Grown logo and is similar to the California avocado label. “In CAC’s ad markets, 85 percent 

of consumers who have a preference would prefer to buy California avocados when given the choice,” noted CAC Vice 

President of Marketing Jan DeLyser. “The California avocado label provides a direct correlation with the new logo, helping 

shoppers make the connection between CAC’s advertising and the identification of origin on the avocados themselves.” 

The new logo was developed in November 2015 and approved in December 2015. 

 
In January 2016, the California Avocado Commission unveiled its new California avocado logo. 

Record Avocado Consumption Predicted for the Big Game Week 

Millions of Americans will tune into the 50th national football championship game held at Levi’s Stadium in Santa Clara, 

California on February 7. According to the Hass Avocado Board, millions of avocados — a record 278 million — will be 

consumed during the Big Game week. That’s enough avocados to fill a football field, from end zone to end zone, over 53 

feet high! 

Recognizing the opportunity the Big Game presented, the California Avocado Commission (CAC) began promoting 

California avocados for one of America’s favorite sporting events decades ago. Over time, the Big Game has grown to be 

one of the top three avocado consumption events each year. 
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This year, Draeger’s Market, Gelson’s Markets, Lunardi’s, Mi Tierra and Mollie Stone’s will carry California avocados for Big 

Game week. Other local accounts are expected to transition to California avocados in time for the Big Game or shortly 

thereafter. 

While the tonnage of California avocados harvested in time for the Big Game is limited, the event and avocado Big Game 

promotions by other sources of supply help to move a large volume of avocados out of inventory. These promotions 

generate excitement and awareness of avocados, setting the stage for the launch of the fresh, premium California avocado 

season. 

 
Big Game week has become one of the top three avocado consumption events and helps build excitement for the start of 

the fresh California avocado season. 

California Bacon Avocados Merchandised by Mollie Stone’s 

During the month of December, Mollie Stone’s, a small upscale chain in the San Francisco area, carried California Bacons in 

all of their stores. The California Avocado Commission (CAC) supported the Mollie Stone’s initiative with targeted social 

media posts, reaching more than 35,000 people and driving nearly 1,000 engagements (link clicks, likes, shares etc.) 

 In doing so, Mollie Stone’s stores were able to deliver California Bacon avocados for their customers prior to the launch of 

the California Hass season. Mollie Stone’s transitioned to California Hass avocados in early January. Tom Wheeler of Mollie 

Stone’s reported, “The California Bacon avocados provided our customers with a California quality avocado eating 

experience during a time when only imported Hass are available.”  

 
The Commission supported Mollie Stone’s California Bacon avocado initiative with targeted social media posts. 
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California Market Trends 

To view all market trend graphs, including “Weekly Volume Summary,” “Weekly Avocado Prices” and “U.S. Avocado Supply,” please 

visit: http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/industry/market-statistics.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/industry/market-statistics
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Weather: 30-Day Outlook For California’s Coastal & Valley Areas 

General Synopsis… The current basic California weather pattern consists of: 

1. A well-developed storm track along 40N from the Dateline to 133W; 

2. A strong El Niño pattern which increases the speed of the westerlies and is effective in bringing troughs and fronts to the 

coast; 

3. A continuation of above normal rainfall for all of California through February but with decreasing influence in March. 

In the Near Term – Southern California Avocado Area – January 31 to February 14...  It will be warmer than normal. A rain event is 

indicated for the 31st. Frosts are possible around the 1st or 2nd of February. Other rains will stay to the north of southern California on 

the 6th and 7th. The next rains in southern California may be on the 4th and 5th, and again on about the 10th. 

Summary – February 15 to 29…  El Niño will continue to force a mild, wet pattern for northern and central California. With El Niño 

remaining strong through most of February,  in terms of equatorial temperature anomaly and size of the area of warmer than normal 

sea surface, we expect the most consistent westerly flow and heavy rains will be in central and northern California during this period. 

The storm track will be a little too far north to deliver more than about the normal rainfall to southern California. 

In the avocado growing areas, fronts or troughs will develop to the west or west by northwest, and then move onshore into central 

California. Some of these fronts may reach into southern California, e.g. Ventura County. We expect San Luis Obispo County, Santa 

Maria, and Ventura County to have the possibility of some heavy rains during this period. When troughs happen to come through dry, 

then frosts will be an issue.  There will be plenty of fronts so be prepared to frost-protect. This, in spite of the overall warmer than 

normal pattern that is expected. 

Seasonal Outlook/El Niño Update – March 1 to May 1…  The El Niño sea surface temperature anomaly along the equator will remain 

moderate from the middle of March through April. This will tend to provide enough energy for frontal passages with rain or showers in 

March. It will then force upper lows to form in late March and April. This will tend to support above normal rainfall in March and April 

in southern California. There will also be some heavy showers of rain and snow in the Sierras. We look for a shift to warmer than 

normal conditions in April and early May after the cold and frosty conditions expected in late March. In April and May, according to the 

CFSvs weather model, we will swing into a warmer than normal pattern. 

In March, the active westerlies will continue to produce well above normal rainfall in March in northern and central California. Upper 

low pressure, or troughs, recurring near southern California may bring an increase in wet conditions during late March in western 

Mexico as well as southern California and the Sierras. 

In April, troughing or upper lows will continue near the coast of central Calif, with above normal precipitation during most of April. 

Periods of showers may linger in northern and northwestern California through April and into early May. 

...Alan Fox, Fox Weather LLC... 


