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2020 CAC Annual Report Available Online 

Santa Barbara County On-site Vaccination Clinics Available 

Webinar to Address Climate Smart Agriculture in Semi-arid Areas 

Free Seminar Series Addresses Agricultural Water Concerns for California Growers 

Newly Released Dietary Guidelines Share Positive Information about Avocados 

Virtual Culinary Ideation Session Inspires Islands Restaurants’ Creative Menu Concepts 

Market Trends 

Crop Statistics 

Weather Outlook 

Calendar 
For a listing of industry events and dates for the coming year, please visit:  

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/commission/industry-calendar 

 

Adaptation of Climate Smart Agriculture in Semi-arid Areas 
The California Department of Food and Agriculture’s Office of Environmental Farming and Innovation is hosting this free webinar 

that will be led by experts from California and Israel who specialize in policies and strategies useful to farmers in semi-arid climates.  

Registration required.  More information here. 

April 20 

 

April 20 

Time: 8:00am – 9:30am and 6:00pm – 7:30pm 

Location: Webinar 

 

Production Agricultural Water E-learning Series 

The University of California Cooperative Extension is offering a free e-learning series concentrated on addressing agricultural water 

concerns relevant to California growers.  Registration required.  More information here. 

May 6, 13 and 20 

 

May 6, 13 and 20 

Time: 1:00pm – 3:00pm 

Location: Virtual 

 

CAC Board Web/Teleconference 
May 20 

 

May 20 

Time: TBA 

Location: Web/Teleconference 

 

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/commission/industry-calendar
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/event/adaptation-climate-smart-agriculture-semi-arid-areas
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/event/production-agricultural-water-e-learning-series
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San Diego County Virtual Climate Action and Agriculture Symposium 
The University of California Cooperative Extension is hosting a virtual Climate Action and Agriculture Symposium that will share 

information concerning the policies, research, program, strategies and resources needed to support sustainable agriculture and reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions in San Diego County.  Registration required.  More information here. 

May 24-28 

 

May 24-28 

Time: TBA 

Location: Virtual Webinar 

 

Growers Encouraged to Complete Annual Crop Survey to Help Assess the Industry’s Overall 

Productivity 

The California Avocado Commission’s annual grower crop survey plays a critical role in helping the Commission ascertain 

and address the challenges growers face and to accurately predict the flow of avocados to market. By completing the 

survey, California avocado growers can provide the Commission with information that will help CAC better assess the 

status of the industry’s overall productivity and current farming practices (high-density planting trends). Individual data 

from the survey is for the Commission’s use only and is kept confidential. 

Growers are highly encouraged to complete the survey, which was mailed to all producers on record in early April. The 

deadline for submissions is April 30, 2021. The survey can be: 

• Returned via the postage paid self-mailer 

• Faxed to 949.208.3503 

• Completed online 

A PDF version of the annual crop survey can be found in the right-hand navigation here. 

For additional assistance, California avocado growers may access online step-by-step avocado crop estimation 

instructions. 

If you did not receive a crop estimate survey in the mail, or have questions regarding the process, please contact April 

Aymami at aaymami@avocado.org or 949.341.1955. 

Spring 2021 Issue of From the Grove Available Online 

The Spring 2021 issue of From the Grove is now available on the California avocado 

growers’ website. Highlights from the quarterly publication of the California Avocado 

Commission are as follows: 

• CAC President Tom Bellamore discusses the complex process of defining 

industry profitability 

• CAC Chairman Rob Grether outlines the results of the referendum vote and 

the Commission’s proposed initiatives for the upcoming season 

• Updates concerning the statewide grower referendum vote and 2020 

California avocado acreage surveys 

https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/event/san-diego-county-virtual-climate-action-and-agriculture-symposium
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/industry/crop-statistics/crop-estimate-form
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/articles/growers-encouraged-complete-annual-crop-survey-help-assess-industry%E2%80%99s-overall-productivity
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/industry/crop-statistics/crop-estimation-instructions
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/industry/crop-statistics/crop-estimation-instructions
mailto:aaymami@avocado.org
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/publications/from-the-grove
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/publications/from-the-grove
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/1-Message-from-the-President-Spring-2021.pdf
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/1-Message-from-the-President-Spring-2021.pdf
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/2-Chairmans-Report-Spring-2021.pdf
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/2-Chairmans-Report-Spring-2021.pdf
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/3-Statewide-Grower-Referendum-Affirms-Continuation-of-California-Avocado-Commission-Spring-2021.pdf
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/4-2020-California-Avocado-Acreage-Update-Spring-2021.pdf
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/4-2020-California-Avocado-Acreage-Update-Spring-2021.pdf
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• An overview of the new California avocado consumer ad campaign and insights from the 2020 California Avocado 

Tracking Study 

• A sneak peek at the Commission’s newly launched videos showcasing California avocado growers and menu 

ideation sessions 

• A high-level review of the Commission’s creative 2021 advertising programs 

• A look at GEM avocado fruit scarring causes and proposed preventative measures 

• A review of the latest research concerning laurel wilt 

• A profile of Mellano & Co. California avocado growers based in San Diego County 

• 2021 California avocado crop volume and harvest projections 

• A comparative analysis of the 2022 California avocado season 

• Avocado handler projections for the 2021 season 

• Information concerning the newly-launched USDA Pandemic Assistance for Producers program 

• A look at the Commission’s advocacy efforts to showcase the environmental contributions of California avocado 

groves 

• A profitability analysis of high density California avocado grove establishment and production costs 

2020 CAC Annual Report Available Online 

The California Avocado Commission’s 2020 Annual report is now available on the California avocado growers’ website. The 

report can be viewed online as a flipbook or downloaded as a PDF file. 

The 2020 Annual Report includes financials and industry statistics, and showcases the Commission’s activities during the 

past year including: 

• The CAC marketing team’s swift messaging and marketing plan adjustments related to COVID and social unrest 

that helped move additional California avocado volume during a volatile and uncertain year 

• A review of the Commission’s social media strategies and strong returns on engagement 

• Creative new ways in which CAC virtually interacted with media members and influencers 

• The important role blogger advocates and Living Well Brand Advocates played in providing consumers with trusted 

information about California avocados 

• The outstanding performance of CaliforniaAvocado.com 

• The release of the new breakthrough advertising campaign, “the best avocados have California in them” 

• The successful launch of the new online California avocado merchandise shop 

• An overview of how the Commission’s retail and foodservice customized promotions helped industry partners 

adjust to COVID protocols while driving demand for the fruit 

• How the Commission’s leadership helped support the industry in dire times 

https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/5-Introducing-the-New-California-Avocado-Consumer-Ad-Campaign-Spring-2021.pdf
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/7-2020-California-Avocado-Tracking-Study-Highlights-Spring-2021.pdf
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/7-2020-California-Avocado-Tracking-Study-Highlights-Spring-2021.pdf
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/15-Telling-the-California-Avocado-Story-Through-Videos-Spring-2021.pdf
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/15-Telling-the-California-Avocado-Story-Through-Videos-Spring-2021.pdf
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/17-Reaching-Targeted-Consumers-Through-Creative-Media-and-Social-Spring-2021.pdf
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/6-GEM-Avocado-Fruit-Scarring-Causes-and-Preventive-Measures-Spring-2021.pdf
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/11-The-Latest-on-Laurel-Wilt-Spring-2021.pdf
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/8-Avocados-Help-Diversity-Mellano-and-Co-Spring-2021.pdf
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/10-CAC-Releases-Updated-2021-Crop-Volume-and-Harvest-Projections-Spring-2021.pdf
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/9-California-Avocados-Perform-Well-Despite-Tumultuous-Year-Spring-2021.pdf
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/12-Smaller-Crop-Should-Produce-Better-Pricing-Spring-2021.pdf
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/13-USDA-Announces-Pandemic-Assistance-for-Producers-Program-Spring-2021.pdf
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/14-Commission-Highlights-Environmental-Contributions-of-California-Avocado-Groves-Spring-2021.pdf
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/14-Commission-Highlights-Environmental-Contributions-of-California-Avocado-Groves-Spring-2021.pdf
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/sites/default/files/documents/16-Avocado-Establishment-and-Production-Costs-and-Profitability-Analysis-in-High-Density-Plantings-Spring-2021.pdf
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• Advocacy efforts focused on Public Safety Power Shutoffs, H2-A processing, relief measures related to agricultural 

overtime, labor shortages, and COVID relief for California avocado growers 

• Approval of the Permanent Special Agricultural Water Rate 

• Finalization of a Phase I trade agreement with China and the list of California avocado packers 

• COVID-friendly training sessions for California avocado growers concerning top-of-mind concerns 

• Updates concerning efficacy of giberellic acid, rootstock breeding, avocado tissue culture and cryopreservation, 

avocado lace bug tracking and laurel wilt mitigation 

• California avocado growers’ and handlers’ economic impact in California 

• Ten-year statistical data 

• Audited financial statements for 2019-2020 

Santa Barbara County On-site Vaccination Clinics Available 

The Santa Barbara County Public Health Department has mobile teams available to host on-site COVID vaccine clinics 

beginning April 15. The on-site clinics, which can be hosted at worksites, will be able to provide 100 – 200 appointments. 

Organizations interested in hosting an on-site vaccination clinic must be able to schedule a minimum of 80 vaccinations. 

The clinics will administer the one-dose J&J Janssen COVID vaccine. The mobile teams can provide a vaccine education 

session to interested locations prior to the clinic and discuss vaccine safety and efficacy while also answering questions 

from attendees. 

To host a mobile vaccination clinic, the mobile teams will need assistance with: 

• Identifying eligible individuals (anyone 18 or older) 

• Filing out consent forms and assigning vaccination times 

• Providing an indoor/outdoor space for the clinic 

• Providing tents, tables, chairs and water for the post-vaccine observation area 

• Providing staff to assist with setup of the clinic 

If you are interested in hosting a mobile vaccine clinic, simply complete the online Santa Barbara County Mobile 

Vaccination Interest Form. 

For more information, contact Stefanie Hernandez at stefanie.hernandez@sbcphd.org or 805.448.2254 or Mayra Luis 

Antonio at Mayra.LuisAntonio@sbcphd.org or 805.568.4893.  

Webinar to Address Climate Smart Agriculture in Semi-arid Areas 

The California Department of Food and Agriculture’s Office of Environmental Farming and Innovation is hosting a free 

webinar entitled, “Adaptation of Climate Smart Agriculture in Semi-arid Areas.” Webinar discussions will be led by experts 

from California and Israel who specialize in policies and strategies useful to farmers in semi-arid climates. 

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/17f83b3449504a18afd8c2824b9a6230
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/17f83b3449504a18afd8c2824b9a6230
mailto:stefanie.hernandez@sbcphd.org
mailto:Mayra.LuisAntonio@sbcphd.org
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Interested parties can choose to attend the April 20 webinar from 8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. or 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. Online 

registration for the climate smart webinar is now available. 

Topics will include: 

• Agricultural production strategies/initiatives 

• Farmer/grower led solutions 

• Opportunities for collaboration 

Discussions will focus on both the Israeli and California perspective and are designed to encourage collaboration and the 

sharing of ideas between experts, farmers and growers from both Israel and California. 

Free Seminar Series Addresses Agricultural Water Concerns for California Growers 

The University of California Cooperative Extension is offering a free e-learning series concentrated on addressing 

agricultural water concerns relevant to California growers. The series will cover the following areas of interest: 

• Risks associated with production agricultural water 

• Agricultural water management best practices 

• Treatment options for agricultural water 

• Updates concerning the Produce Safety Rule agricultural water testing requirements 

The sessions will be held as follows: 

• An update on agricultural water and the produce safety rule — Thursday, May 6, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

• Assessing on-farm risks associated with agricultural water systems — Thursday, May 13, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

• Introduction to options for treating agricultural water — Thursday, May 20, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Registration for the Production Agricultural Water seminars is available online. 

Newly Released Dietary Guidelines Share Positive Information about Avocados 

Every five years the U.S. Departments of Agriculture and Health and Human Services issue Dietary Guidelines for 

Americans providing science-based advice on what to eat and drink to promote health, reduce risk of chronic disease and 

meet nutrient needs. The guidelines serve as an important resource for health professionals and consumers alike and 

provide impactful information about the nutritional value of avocados. 

One of the major changes in the Dietary Guidelines for Americans 2020-2025 is the recommended limitation of added 

sugars to no more than 6% of total calories — a significant reduction from the 10% limit advised in the 2015-2020 edition. 

In keeping with this recommendation, the guide suggests Americans limit foods and beverages with higher added sugars, 

saturated fat and sodium, while also limiting alcoholic beverages. California avocados are good options for those looking 

to follow these dietary guidelines because they are naturally sugar, sodium and cholesterol free with over75% of the fat in 

avocado unsaturated fat. 

The Dietary Guidelines also recommend people meet food group needs by selecting nutrient-dense foods and beverages 

while staying within calorie limits. California avocados are a great option because they provide substantial amounts of 

vitamins, minerals and other nutrients and have relatively few calories. It is also recommended that people consume 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5021661333196187660
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5021661333196187660
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfmPdllZr3FOUnnk-v2gVLpNTelkOVjqeOZlU7ghTc5n4SW5Q/viewform
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whole foods including good fats. Fresh California avocados provide “good” fats, 1 gram polyunsaturated fat and 5 grams 

monounsaturated fat per 1/3 medium avocado serving. The Dietary Guidelines also encourage consumption of avocados 

in the fruits/vegetables category, as well as the oil category as a fat low in saturated fat. 

Consumers continue to press for nutritional information about the food they consume, therefore the California Avocado 

Commission will disseminate this helpful information to customers and consumers demonstrating how California avocados 

can be included in a healthy diet. The Commission integrates avocado nutrition information with California avocado-

specific communication, encouraging consumers to look for California avocados in season and add the fruit to a variety of 

snack and meal occasions. 

 
The cover of the Dietary Guidelines for Americans 2020-2025 features mashed avocados. 

Virtual Culinary Ideation Session Inspires Islands Restaurants’ Creative Menu Concepts 

Typically, the California Avocado Commission conducts on-site menu ideation sessions for chains’ menu decision makers 

using their equipment and setup to ensure each dish is properly executed and delivers both on the intended texture and 

flavor of the Commission’s culinary consultant and the chains’ specific requirements. This year, due to COVID restrictions, 

in-person sessions are not feasible. Thus, the Commission has successfully embarked on collaborative virtual ideation 

sessions that allow the Commission to fully engage with chain Research and Development teams while demonstrating 

inspirational California-style menu concepts that can easily be incorporated into the chains’ menu profiles. 

In advance of the March 3 menu ideation cook-along with Islands Restaurants, Chef Jason Hernandez prepared a California 

avocado kit — composed of pre-mixed spices, mixtures and sauces — and shipped it overnight to Islands’ Chef Tim 

Perreira. To ensure Chef Hernandez and Chef Perreira could prepare the meals simultaneously and provide live feedback 

to one another, Chef Perreira was instructed to have on hand specific items from the Islands’ inventory (protein, buns, 

dipping sauces, etc.) that would be used during the cook-along session. 

During the virtual ideation session, the chefs went through the recipe steps in tandem using Chef Hernandez’s pre-made 

spices, mixtures and sauces to ensure the final dishes showcased the Commission’s intended flavors and textures. 

Throughout the process Chef Perreira sent photos to Chef Hernandez sharing his results and confirming whether a step 

was properly completed. For two hours the chefs walked through 10 custom-made California avocado menu concepts for 
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Islands Restaurants while the R&D team provided instant feedback about how well each dish fit with the Islands’ menu 

setup and its operational feasibility. 

Inspired by the Commission’s proposed flavors and dishes, Chef Perreira offered additional ideas and inspired pairings 

with a variety of sauces, buns and sides from the Islands’ inventory. The collaborative nature of the virtual cook-along 

session and the informative discussions by the teams reinforced the Commission’s position as a pre-eminent resource for 

operators looking to energize their culinary profiles by adding California-style dishes featuring California avocados to their 

menu. These virtual ideation sessions will play an important role this season in demonstrating to chain partners the 

versatility of the fruit and its halo effect on the menu, thereby encouraging demand for California avocados in season. 

 
Jason Hernandez showing his final plating for the California Avocado Everything Salad to Chef Tim Perreira. 

California Market Trends 

To view all market trend graphs, including “Weekly Volume Summary,” “Weekly Avocado Prices” and “U.S. Avocado 

Supply,” please visit: http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/industry/market-statistics.   

California Avocado Society Weekly Newsline* Avocado Prices – April 7, 2021 

 

 

http://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/industry/market-statistics
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California Avocado Commission Weekly Volume Summary (Pounds) 

 

 

Crop Statistics 

As seen in the table below, California harvest continues to outpace February 2021 AMRIC handler projections, yet is 

currently very close to year-to-date historical projections. If current harvest rates of 2,500 bins a day continue, it is 

estimated that 12 million pounds of California avocados will be picked for week ending 4/18/2021, putting us about two 

weeks ahead of schedule from the AMRIC handler projections. While ahead of schedule, California is still just 16% 

harvested, which is about 3% less than the five-year average at this same point in the season, leaving plenty of California 

avocados left for the remainder year. As growers are beginning to pick, the Commission recommends that they continue 

to communicate with their handlers and grove managers on a regular basis to plan and update their harvest strategy. 

 

WE NEED TO HEAR FROM YOU! These crop statistics are based on estimated crop volume, along with handler projections 

of when fruit will be harvested. CAC is currently conducting our Mid-Season Grower Crop Estimate Survey to get an update 

on the current crop volume of 292 million pounds. By now growers should have received a hard copy of the survey by 

mail, however responses can also be completed online at https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/industry/crop-

statistics/crop-estimate-form. A mid-season crop update based on the results of this survey will be available in May. 

 

https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/industry/crop-statistics/crop-estimate-form
https://www.californiaavocadogrowers.com/industry/crop-statistics/crop-estimate-form
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Weather: 30-Day Outlook For California’s Coastal & Valley Areas 

(April 14 – May 8) 

Summary- The La Niña pattern is still strong.  Don’t see much change with this pattern over the next few months.  This will 

continue the tendency for weak westerlies in the midlatitude and subtropical eastern North Pacific with a general high 

pressure near the west coast of the U.S.  The MJO is inactive which keeps conditions dry across the W U.S. A more active 

MJO starts around Apr 25 and continues through Apr 30.  Somewhat wetter briefly through northern California with 

conditions a bit more favorable for some rain.  Still a very dry pattern will continue.  



Page 10 of 11 

Development Trend - The cyclogenetic trend forced by sea surface temperature anomalies in the Central and Eastern 

North Pacific will continue to encourage troughing north of Hawaii, and development of upper high pressure near but just 

west of California.  This will encourage downstream troughing in the Rockies and western Great Plains states. Troughing in 

the Great Plains will encourage severe weather events (severe thunderstorms and tornadoes) in Oklahoma and Arkansas 

and cold showery events in the central Rockies.  

For the west coast, fronts will approach then tend to weaken before reaching the coast, then redevelop as they move into 

the central Rockies.    

Precipitation Trend – Well below normal precipitation is expected across California.  Some slightly wetter periods are 

possible at times but overall, well below normal precipitation is expected.   

Current most likely NORCAL Precipitation Dates (from our CFSDaily products out 30 days): Apr 26-29 (light rain 28), May 

10-11, 14-16 (very light rain at best), 21-22 (brief wet), 23-25 (light rain N areas).  

In S California – A very dry pattern with high pressure dominating the weather through the end of May and likely through 

the start of the monsoon (through June).  Weaker storm systems will generally stay N of the region with little or no rain.  

April looks desert dry with little or no rain expected though some coastal drizzle is possible at times with deeper marine 

layers. A slight chance of light rain on May 22-23 (Ventura Cnty N).  Dry at the end of the May.  

SOCAL Warm Spells, and Freezes from our CFSDailyAI - SOCAL frost dates from models GFS and CFSDailyAI:  May looks 

unusually dry and warm with well above normal temperatures expected.  Some cool nights with drier air following the 

weak systems that could reach into SoCal. Frost risk will be decreasing in latter half of April.  Chances for frost are Apr 30-

May 1 southcentral coast area (San Luis Obispo County.  

Central Sierra Nevada best chance for Precipitation: Apr 26-28, May 10-11, 21-23.  This is a very dry pattern with weak 

systems as high pressure remains over E Pacific and coastal California.  Late season snow accumulation will be well below 

normal.  Some snow at times with the weak storms mentioned above but due to warmer than normal temperatures, snow 

accumulation will be higher in the mountains with rain in the lower elevations.  

Freezes in north and northcentral California valley cold spots:  Apr 30 – May 2, 12-13 (frost pockets), May 26-27 (minimal if 

any freezes).   

The La Niña along with high pressure will keep precipitation well below normal across most of the state but especially 

across CenCal and SoCal.  

The listing of dates normally included for hot and cold spells, and precipitation are based on our CFSDaily and CFSDailyAI 

forecast products, and present generally expected trends in precipitation (both products) and temperature (CFSDailyAI) to 

4km. Our system gives some consideration of terrain and coastal influence. We consider the CFSv2 as one of the better 

ways to represent basic weather down in the sub-monthly time scale beyond the 15 day GFS or monthly maps from CFSv2 

or NMME.    

..Southern California Deserts Outlook for APR 14 – JUN 12:  A very dry pattern with high pressure dominating the overall 

weather will continue through much of the forecast period.  The latest models with this week’s Outlook show little or no 

chance of rain into SoCal through the middle of May.  Warm to very warm also with high pressure continuing locked for 

the most part across the region.  Possible light showers into the desert area is possible with a deeper trough on May 22-23 

but only light rain is possible. Late May through the start of June looks very dry as high pressure will dominate the weather 

pattern.  

***Looking Ahead – Long Range Outlook May 16- Jun 13 with comments for mid to late Jun***   
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The storm track remains well north with high pressure ridging over the region.  This will keep a very dry pattern with much 

warmer than normal temperatures across the region.  Very dry across most of the state with well below normal 

precipitation expected.  Above normal temperatures will continued across the state as high pressure and ridge conditions 

continues over the region.  Some light rain at times will move through northern California but little is expected south of 

Humboldt County through the month of May with even drier conditions late May thru the start of June.  This is due to the 

storm track pulling farther to the north along with a ridge and high pressure shoving the storm track even farther north 

than normal for that time of year.  May rain south of NorCal usually only comes with deep troughs and developing upper 

lows off the S end of these troughs.  This is unlikely this year as the weather pattern is weakening that would develop 

these upper lows. Tropical cyclone season starts in late May-early June.   Summer monsoonal moisture, including moisture 

advected north from tropical cyclones generally starts in mid to late July.  The first half of June will likely begin dry with 

some increase in showers later in the month as some pre-monsoonal moisture edges into SoCal.  This June appears to 

follow this pattern with likely little or no rain across most of the state before late June.  Temperatures will remain above to 

well above normal temperatures across most of California with occasional frost/freezes though less than normal due to 

the high pressure dominating the weather pattern.  

…May 16 - Jun 13 N and Central California…    

High pressure is strengthening across the region which is shoving the storm track well to the N and E of the region.  Don’t 

see much change to this pattern through the middle of June.  Weaker systems will bring occasional light rain but weaken 

with generally light rain when they move into the high pressure.  The high pressure will weaken the storms with only weak 

fronts and light rain expected spotty across mainly NoCal in mid May.  Warm to very warm temperatures with above 

normal conditions are expected early May through the start of June.  Dry with warmer than normal conditions continuing 

late May and likely through the middle of June.  A chance of light rain is possible May 10-11, 14-16 (NoCal only), with 

better chances of rain May 21-22 (some rain into CenCal).  June looks dry with possible weak systems but no rain of 

consequence is expected.  Dry with little chance of rain on other dates.  

For SOCAL:  Below normal precipitation will continue with current models showing no rain of consequence in May other 

than a possible deep trough on May 22.  Little or no chance of rain is expected other than this system.  Looking very dry 

with little chance of rain other than the weakening system on May 22.  Overall, a very dry pattern is expected through 

most of May with continued dry conditions through at least the first half of Jun.  Possible frost at the coldest valleys May 

1-2, 23-24 and maybe May 27.  

Snow accumulation in the northern SierraNv mountains is now well below normal as the main storm track is well north of 

the region due to a persistent ridge and high pressure over the region.  Storms in mid to late May will be weak as they high 

the high pressure with warmer than normal conditions and a high snow level.  By early June most of the mountain areas 

will be very dry which along with the heat, will bring a fast increase in fire danger in the mountains!  Above normal 

temperatures and very dry conditions will likely increase the fire risk as early as early to mid May with dangerously dry 

conditions by late May and definitely through most of June.  

Late June-July-Aug 2021… are still indicated drier than normal conditions in the current CFSv2 model simulation.  

Monsoonal moisture could finally bring some decent rain into SoCal and possibly CenCal this summer but the general 

monsoon season usually starts in the middle or end of July. 

Alan Fox & Zane Stephens...Fox Weather, LLC 
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