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ed in this article are a summary of  
the 2014 Acreage Inventory Survey, 
along with an in depth look at how 
acreage classifications have changed 
from 2013 to 2014 for each of  the five 
counties surveyed.

2014 California Avocado Acreage 
Inventory Survey Results

The California Avocado Com-
mission’s (CAC’s) crop estimat-
ing team, in conjunction with 

GeoSpatial Partners, LLC, uses the 
latest remote sensing techniques to 
annually assess California’s avocado 
acreage. In order to delineate avo-
cado acreage into producing versus 
non-producing acreage remote sens-
ing techniques are applied to satellite 
imagery collected during spring and 
summer months. The imagery pro-
cessing techniques include segmen-
tation of  avocado polygons, change 
analysis from previous acreage sur-
veys and classification of  groves 
into categories including producing, 
topped/stumped, and new/young. 

Aerial imagery (for a real-world 
view) and satellite imagery (for spec-
tral and temporal data) are integrat-
ed into previously classified avocado 
acreage and analyzed for current con-
dition in five primary avocado grow-
ing counties: San Diego, Riverside, 
Ventura, Santa Barbara, and San Luis 
Obispo. In addition, when available, 
the Commission utilizes high resolu-
tion aerial imagery collected through 
the National Agriculture Imagery 
Program (NAIP) in order to delineate 
new avocado plantings not identified 
in previous acreage surveys. Other 
minor counties’ acreage is estimated 
based on ancillary data from county 
agricultural commissioners and our 
grower community. 

The results of  the 2014 avo-
cado acreage inventory survey show 
California’s bearing acres coming in 
at 51,478 acres, which reflects a de-
crease of  more than 10 percent, near-
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ly 6,000 acres, from 2013. While San 
Diego County represents the grow-
ing region with the largest decrease 
in bearing acres, with a decrease of  
over 2,600 acres, each of  the five 
counties contributed to the overall 
reduction in bearing acres. Includ-


