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CAC Releases Updated 2021 Crop 
Volume and Harvest Projections

By April Aymami
        Industry Affairs Director

In December 2020, California Avo-
cado Commission staff conducted a 
survey of AMRIC Handlers request-

ing crop volume and harvest timing 
projections for the 2021 crop year. The 
results of those surveys yielded a total 
crop volume of 317 million pounds, 
all varieties, with projections of April 
through July for peak harvest volumes. 
Due to weather events occurring in De-
cember 2020 and January 2021, CAC 
conducted a second pre-season survey 
in mid-February to ascertain the impact 
to crop volume and harvest projections. 
The February 2021 survey resulted in a 

reduction of 25 million pounds to the 
Hass crop, bringing the pre-season esti-
mate to 292 million pounds for all vari-
eties. Despite this 8% reduction in crop 
volume, there is minimal impact ex-
pected to the peak California avocado 
season of April through July and even 
into August, due to a later start to the 
season than originally anticipated.

While the early-season crop har-
vest was minimal in January and early 
February, stabilizing market conditions 
in late February and March led to in-
creased interest from California grow-
ers to begin harvesting. As of week end-

ing April 4, 2021, calendar year-to-date 
harvest totaled 35 million pounds, with 
more than 63% of that volume picked 
during the preceding three weeks. With 
just over 257 million pounds left to be 
harvested for the season, the updated 
2021 crop projections indicate peak Cal-
ifornia season has remained unchanged 
from the December 2020 projections, 
with promotable volume expected from 
April into August.

Included here is a summary of the 
February 2021 AMRIC Handler survey 
responses and updated harvest projec-
tions.
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Hass Volume Estimate Range
Low: 246 MM
High: 292.7 MM

Lamb Hass Volume Estimate Range
Low: 7 MM
High: 11.3 MM

GEM Volume Estimate Range
Low: 1.75 MM
High: 2.8 MM

2021 Updated Crop Estimate
Hass: 280 MM
Lamb: 9 MM
GEM: 2 MM
Other: 1 MM
--------------------
Total: 292 MM

CAC will conduct the mid-season 
grower crop survey, as well as AMRIC 
Handler survey, in April 2021 to get an 
update on total crop volume and make 
any necessary adjustments to weekly 
harvest projections. The results of these 
surveys will be available in May 2021.




