
CALIFORNIA AVOCADO COMMISSION 
PRODUCTION RESEARCH COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

April 13, 2021 

A web/teleconference meeting of the Production Research Committee (PRC) of the 
California Avocado Commission (CAC) was held on Tuesday April 13, 2021 with the 
following people participating: 

MEMBERS PARTICIPATING 
VIA TELECONFERENCE: 
Bryce Bannatyne 
John Burr (1:20 p.m.) 
Jason Cole 
Jim Davis (1:18 p.m.) 
Dan Grant 
Darren Haver 
Catherine Keeling 
Ryan Larkan 
Ed McFadden 
Leo McGuire  
Tom Roberts  
Ryan Rochefort  
Robert Grether, Ex Officio 

CAC STAFF PARTICIPATING: 
Tom Bellamore 
Ken Melban 
April Aymami 

OFFICIALLY PARTICIPATING:  
Dr. Tim Spann, Spann Ag Research & 
Consulting 

GUESTS PARTICIPATING: 
Allisen Carmichael, Somis Pacific 

CALL TO ORDER 

Leo McGuire, Production Research Committee (PRC) Chairman, called the meeting to 
order at 1:02 p.m. with a quorum present. 

OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

There were no public comments. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JULY 15, 2020 PRODUCTION RESEARCH 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

MOTION 
To approve the minutes of the July 15, 2020 Production Research Committee 
meeting. 

(McFadden/Roberts) MSC Unanimous 
Motion 21-4-13-1 
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RESEARCH PROGRAM DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

A. Update on UC South Coast Research & Extension Center

Dr. Spann informed the Committee that the University of California Agriculture and 
Natural Resources (UC ANR) had made it known that approximately 40 acres of the 
South Coast Research & Extension Center (SCREC) was going to be transferred to UC 
Irvine (UCI) for faculty housing development. The new UC President, under whose 
authority ANR lies, is the former UCI Chancellor. No specific boundaries of the 40 acres 
have been shared, but Dr. Darren Haver, SCREC Director, shared the approximate 
boundaries as he understands them to be with the Committee. This action would heavily 
affect avocados at SCREC, including the avocado rootstock isolation block that was 
repropagated and planted about 3 years ago, as well as rootstock and scion germplasm 
collections. This change in land use has not been authorized by the city of Irvine and 
there is expected to be significant push back from the city and nearby residents. It is 
estimated that if this land use change occurs, it will likely take at least 5 years.    

B. Update on research and grower outreach strategic initiative

Dr. Spann informed the Committee that he and Ken Melban, CAC Industry Affairs Vice 
President, had been tasked with exploring with world avocado producers if there are 
any strategies or practices that have been overlooked in California that could help 
California avocado growers maintain or improve productivity. Mr. Melban and Dr. Spann 
started this conversation with Dr. Jonathan Dixon, Chief Technical Officer with Seeka a 
large vertically integrated avocado producer in New Zealand. They will be working to 
reach out to other contacts around the world to have additional conversations.  

C. Pine Tree Ranch lease renewal

Dr. Spann informed the Committee that the lease on Pine Tree Ranch, CAC’s 
demonstration grove in Santa Paula, will expire in June 2023. CAC has leased 11 acres 
of Pine Tree Ranch from the Cal Poly Pomona Foundation since June 2013 for use as a 
demonstration grove. Dr. Spann asked the Committee to begin thinking about the value 
of Pine Tree Ranch and whether CAC staff should consider renewing the lease. Dr. 
Spann stated that in the original lease, Cal Poly was supposed to complete the 
renovations on the house at Pine Tree Ranch for students to live in and help with 
projects, but this has not been completed. He asked the Committee to think about 
whether CAC should continue to “go it alone” or try to apply pressure on Cal Poly to 
complete the renovations. He also asked the Committee to consider, if the lease is 
renewed, what the specific goals and objectives will be for the next lease period. The 
Committee will have the opportunity to have in-depth discussion about the lease 
renewal at a future meeting(s).  



California Avocado Commission 
Production Research Committee Minutes 
April 13, 2021 

3 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

A. Potential research topics for 2021-22 funding

Dr. Spann began the discussion by informing the Committee that it was time to begin 
considering if there are any topics that the Committee would like to request proposals 
on for funding in the next fiscal year.  

Jim Davis brought up the topic of avocado lace bug (ALB) and that the Committee had 
requested a proposal on the management of this pest last year. Dr. Spann reminded the 
Committee that Dr. Monique Rivera, Entomologist UC Riverside (UCR), was interested 
in submitting a proposal last year, but due to the COVID-19 pandemic and resulting 
University shut down she was unable to establish a colony in her lab and develop the 
proposal. There was general agreement that this is still a topic that needs to be 
addressed, and Dr. Spann stated that he would reach out to Dr. Rivera to try to obtain a 
proposal for the 2021-22 fiscal year.  

John Burr mentioned that chlorides in irrigation water are one of the greatest threats to 
productivity for many growers and having a white paper developed on the topic to see if 
there are any areas of research that could be pursued would be worthwhile. Dr. Haver 
mentioned that there is a new water engineering faculty member at UCR with expertise 
in chloride management in wastewater who may be able to write such a paper. Dr. 
Spann agreed to follow up on this possibility.  

 Dr. Spann informed the Committee that the company Great Crops had approached him 
about potentially funding some research on their fertility products that help with 
Phytophthora root rot management. Dr. Spann stated that such claims are “a dime a 
dozen;” however, Great Crops has been working with Chuck Bandy, McMillan Farm 
Management, and Chuck has vouched for the company’s products and the success he 
is having with them. There was general agreement that it would be worth reviewing a 
proposal from Great Crops since Phytophthora is a major issue for the industry and new 
management tools have been delayed by the Federal and State registration process.    

B. Grower economic analysis

Tom Bellamore, CAC President, started the discussion by telling the Committee that the 
idea of an economic analysis of the California avocado industry’s 2,000 commercial 
growers has been discussed for some time. The goal of such an analysis would be to 
develop benchmarks to judge against and create industry initiatives from to assess the 
well-being of the industry and success of CAC programs.  

Ken Melban, CAC VP of Industry Affairs, further added that the CAC Board of Directors 
had discussed the possibility of pursuing a Section 201 investigation with the U.S. 
International Trade Commission but had decided against doing so. Had the Board 
decided to pursue such action, a thorough knowledge of the economic health of the 
California avocado industry would be needed. This information would be obtained 
through a detailed, confidential questionnaire of growers to gather the necessary 
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detailed information for an analysis. Following the Board’s discussion of the Section 201 
investigation, it was determined that having a current understanding of the economic 
health of the industry would be valuable, as previously mentioned by Mr. Bellamore, and 
the Board looked to the Committee to help develop the framework for conducting such 
an analysis.  

Discussion ensued and several major challenges were brought up. How could CAC 
ensure that all growers (large and small, high producing and low producing, all 
geographic areas) were represented in such a survey? It was suggested that such a 
survey would need to be sent to the list of CAC assessment-paying growers that is used 
for CAC elections and referendums. The question was raised whether only a subset of 
growers would respond to such a survey and how would it be ensured that the 
respondents were representative of the industry as a whole? Ken Melban made the 
point that the survey would be conducted by an independent company and it would be 
up to them to determine whether the responses were sufficient to develop a 
representative analysis.  

Tom Bellamore reminded the Committee that the CAC referendum just passed so there 
is 5 years ahead to figure out how to better understand the economic health of the 
industry. He acknowledged it will not be easy, but it is a challenge worth taking on. Ken 
Melban also mentioned that it is widely acknowledged that previous economic analyses 
by the University of California have very broad erroneous assumptions. The goal of a 
new effort would be to work closely with economists to avoid such errors and have a 
truly representative analysis.  

Further discussion brought up the idea of developing an initial survey that included the 
question of whether growers would be willing to participate in a more detailed follow-up 
survey. It was questioned whether this strategy would incentivize a certain subset of 
growers to complete the more detailed survey, thus skewing the results.  

The discussion concluded with the acknowledgement that conducting such an analysis 
will have significant challenges but should be attempted. Staff agreed to make an initial 
effort to develop a questionnaire to present to the Committee for review and discussion 
at a future meeting.  

ADJOURN MEETING 

Leo McGuire, Production Research Committee (PRC) Chairman, adjourned the meeting 
at 3:40 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

__________________________________ 
Timothy Spann 
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EXHIBITS ATTACHED TO THE PERMANENT COPY OF THESE MINUTES 

EXHIBIT A July 15, 2020 Production Research Committee AB 2720 Roll Call Vote 
Tally Summary 



CALIFORNIA AVOCADO COMMISSION 
Production Research Committee 

AB 2720 Roll Call Vote Tally Summary 
To be attached to the Meeting Minutes 

Meeting Name: 
California Avocado Commission 
Production Research Committee 
Meeting 

Meeting Location: 
Teleconference 

Meeting Date: 
April 13, 2021 

Attendees Who Voted     MOTION 
21-4-13-1

Leo McGuire, Chair Yea 

Bryce Bannatyne Yea 

John Burr Absent 

Jason Cole Yea 

Jim Davis Absent 

Dan Grant Yea 

Darren Haver Yea 

Catherine Keeling Yea 

Ryan Larkan Yea 

Ed McFadden Yea 

Tom Roberts Yea 

Ryan Rochefort Yea 

Outcome  Unanimous 

EXHIBIT A
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